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AN 


EPISTLE 


ENTHUSIASTS, 


QUAKERS. 


Sirs, 


Have cauſe to think that your unmeaſu- 
rable Confidence' of the Truth and 
Goodneſs of your own Way, in eo 
ſition to the beſt men that differ from 
you, and the ſcornful entertainment the beſt 
Endeavours of men have met with, to con- 
vince .,you of Error, and Miſtake 3 have dif- 
couraged many of thoſe from attempting, it, 
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 whoare beſt able herein to ſerve you. But my 
Love to your Souls, and Deſires of :xecovering 
; you toa ſound mind, being ſtronger than'my 
hopes of ting it, by any Endeavours of 
mine, have prevailed with me to offer a few 
things -to you however , whether you will 
hear, or whether you will forbear 3 not be- 
ing Without all; hope; but that 'it 'may 
havetſuch effect iupon ſome amotig yon, or 
inclining to you, as may be worth my La- 
bour. & PIES Woe 
4.,1.. You know, it -was faid by our Bleſ- 
{cd"Sayiour, That ſtraight is. the Gate, arntl nar- 
row is the way that leadeth unto Life, and few - 
there be that [find it. And little doubt, but 
that an Appearance at the firſt of a greater 
Stridtneſt and 'Narrowneſt in your waysthanin 
theirs that differifrom you," wasa Temptation 
to ſome injudicious perſons I have known 3 
and probably te many other ſuch, to ſtrike 
into it, as ſuppoſing it mult be the beſt and ſa- 
felt, becauſe the narroweſt and feweit of it. 
Which Snare; 'E preſume, they-would caht- 
ly chave  clcaped ,ihad they been but wile e- 
'-nough to haveconſidered theſe two things... 
1:Pirft, That that:Narrownels and Strictnefs 
confitting in;ourward Anuſterities:and Incivili- 
fies, whereny you: differed:itrom :other Sober 
Chriſtians, :was' bo*Narrowneſs:or fixictnels 
of God's appointing, but ' apiece of Superſtt-' 
C15 $A t10n 


(s) 
tion of your ow#n deviſing, when you placed 
Religion init. And you are not the firſt that 
bave been deceived with ſuch Appearances3 
ſeveral Orders among the Papiſts have been 
built upon the ſame Bottom, long before your 
way was heard" of in the-world. And we 
read of others long, before them alſo, who 
ſubje&ed themſelves to like” Ordinances of 
men.3 ſuch-as touch not;-tafte not, handle wot}. 
Such things having « ſhew of wiſdom in'Will- 
worthip, and Humility, and neglediing of the 
Body, not in-any honour, 'to -the ſatisfying, of 
the Fleſh; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Col: 2:20,23: 
In reſpe&t of  which,and'other like little things 
that had noxea] worth-or goodneſs in'them 3 
the falſe Apoſtles :pretended :to more-ftridtneſs 
than was in the Apoſiles of Chriſt themſelves; 
whom: they repreſented but as 'men walking 
according to the Fleſh, in compariſon of ' them- 
ſelves, 2 Cor. 10.2, And'the Phariſees before 
them, by reafon of ſome Aufterities they uſed 
about Faſtings , External Purifications , and 
ſhunning the company of Publica, 'pretend- 
cd to greater ſtriftneſs in Religion, than was 
in. Chriſt's Diſciples z -yea, than in - Chriſt ' 
himſelf; whom they accounted to. be but+a' 
Gluttonous. perſon , and, a' Wine-bibber ,'x 
friend of Publicans and Sinners, in compare 
with themſelves. By ſach-appearance'of ex- 
traordinary Zeal and Strictne(s, though alas, 
A 3 it 


| (6) 
jt be but in things that do not tend at all to the 
bettering or perfeQing meg in their Nature. 
Devceivers arewont to - procure to themſelves a 
Reputation among people of weak minds; by 
advantage whereof, as of a Bait that covers 
, the Hook, they obtain a ready reception fox 
their more dangerous Dodtrines, 
Again, They would not ſo ealily have been 
overcome with the eforelaid Appearances of 
Narrowneſs' and Striqneſs; if they had but 
well conſidered, that in reference to thoſe 
things wherein the Narrownel$ and Striqne($ 
* of, Chriff's way to Life doth moſt conſiſt 3 and 
whierein he hath tied up his followers to ſtrict 
nes indeed 3 ye have taken liberty to walk 
looſly, and to caſt off his Yoke 3 and that is,in 
' not governing your Spirits, Paſſions, and 
Tongues, according to the Laws of his King- 
dom-/and Government. He hath ttridly en- 
jornee his Followers to be humble and lowly 
n heart, toeſteem others better than them- 
felves, to ſpeak evil of no man, but to ſhew 
' all meckneſstoall men; yea, and in meekne(s 
to inftrudt even thoſe that oppoſe themſelves 3 
to bleſs thoſe that curſe them, to overcome 
others evil with their goad 3 not to judge,and 
the like. But quite contrary hereunto, your 
very Leaders, and ſuch as have been cftcemed 
moſt eminent among you, have by their ex- 
' ampleg'taught you to rail on, andreyile, if not 
| bitterly 
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bitterly to curſe ſuch as wiſhed you no harm, 
but Py in your good ; and proudly to exalt 
and juſtifie your ſelves, and -todeſpiſe and ſet 


' , at naught, yea, tojudge, condemn, and (en- 


rence to etemal deſtruction ,* fuch-whom-ye 
. ought to. have honoured, as probably much 
better than your ſelves. What leſs fignifies 


ſach Language as this ? Thow accurſed, thor 


Beaſt, t9 whom the \Plegues of God are dive, 8 


Reprobate, a Child of Darknefl tho art thou - 


diſobedient one, upon whom God will render ven- 
geance in flaming fire 3 thou dark,, blind Hy- 
pocrize 5 thee man that is Cain 5 with the Light 
of Chrift thou art ſeen, and with the Life jndg- 


ed and 3 thou Sorcerer , thon dead 
Beaſt, and ſo art not juſtified before God, wor 
never ſhall be 3 But fuch pollnt:d fil: 


Beaſts as thou : Thou polluted Beaft wh 
art a Reprobates and thon ſhalt find bim to be 
thine eternal Condemnation thou dark Beaff 
and Conjurers, thou dark, ſottiſh Beaſt. Works 
of Edw. Burroughs, p. 29, 32,33,34 With 
abundance more it1 other of your Writings. 
This truly is Language more like to procecd 
(one would think)trom ſuch preſumptuous, da- 
ring, arrogant men , whoſe mouth fpeaketh 
ſwelling words z as Peter and Fude de- 
cribe 3' than from men infſpixed with any of 
that Spirit of Meckneſs and *Gentleneſs which 
was in Jeſus Chriltt, If Humility, Charity, 
| A 4 and 
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'/-., * and Modeſtys'were:the prevailing Conſticuti- 

|. - '-on.of theſe mens$pirits,.as it, is of: thoſe who 

| have. been taughtof Chriſty:as;the Truch is 
inJeſus, and are made one-Spixit with him 3/1 

* Jkauld think they:would by. no: means ſpeak at 
this rate, wy i ortlgen 26 
And yet this, /and.-ſuch like, is not the 
Langnage only--of ſome' bold',- raſh, heady 
women, -or .of men. leſs conſiderable among 
You, tranſported with furious Zeal 3. but. even 
of Ed. Burrough him(clf, one of the Chicftains 
among you in»his time ; And that, not upon 
any ſudden. ſ\urprize of Pallion, -but upon ſo - 
much.-dcliberation \as. men'uſe. in. writing 'of  , 
Books and upon-no. other provocation, than 
a bare propounding certain, Queries touching 
ſome Paints of Dodtrines . about 'which, you. bu 

- andothers differ... And truly ip. vain ;g0* you- + {*# 

boaſt of: the; Light within. you, if youthavey as 


Note amor 


thy.che-d 
C 


yet. how; are.. thoſe? wet 

things. arc found;; applauded. as.the'Works of 

a. Prophet of. the, Lord, by ſeveral men.of great 

Note among, you 5 ſuch as.George: Fox, George 
 Whiutchegd,. Francis, Howggh, and Foſiah Ce 

Li fl Wigs. 
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who adjoin their ſcveralTeſtimonials:tg/t | - Y 


And:wherfore do Ilay theſe things before. ee” 
_buttoggive you occaſion to reflecknponyou ED 
felves.and:;your- way with a jealou$?eye3;/an i” 


to/convince- you that ye know-not%of what * 
Spirit. ye are ofzbut that while ye hayethoughe- 

ye have been walking. in the Light, ye have. 
been walking, in Darkneſs 3 and thatwhilſtye- 
have. fancied 'your; ſelves the moſt; ſpigitual a= 
mong; Chriſtians, ye have diſcovered- your 
ſc]ves to. be but carnal. If any manamong - 
you {cemeth to be Religious. aud brid{eth; nor 
bis Tougue, but decciveth his own heart, 'that 
man's. Religion: 15 'vain, Jam, 1» 26. If there 
be- bitter. Zeal, glory,not, and lie not againſt 
; the Truth for that wiſdom mot trom above 

"ak. © as you-are apt to boaſt it to be, but from be-, 
-t-g#ncath; and is Earchly,. Senſual and Deviliſh; 
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& But it-is- not. (trange ,if men be left firſt or 
"3 laſt to-fall into unchritiian* practices, who out 
pc | 


of. affection of :Noyelty, . and Singularity-in 
Dodtrine,' and a+ dsfirezto appear more ſub- 
limein' their Notjons, than all that went be- 
fore them, have left/the old bcaten path of 
Chriſtian Do&rinc, in which the ſeveral Ge- 
nerations ot holy meu have lived and walked, 
from the Apoſtles time downwards. For when 
men wax ſpiritually proud and-wanton, in res. 


xRing the plain way and method, which God 


hath J 
+: | Py oy 2g» ## 
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_ 'harh choſen to bring men to ſaving Faith, Re 
pentance, and a holy Life, and to continue 
ther in iti -and invent and chuſe another in 
is cad, 'and- call ic by the name of his, and 
preach to, and preſs it upon the people tn his 
Name 3- he takes no pleaſure in their ſo doing, 
nor doth he delight to vouckſafe his concur 
xxnt Grace" and blefſing therewith, which he 
doth with his own way and method,by which 


it becomes effetual to make men good, and 


to keep” them fo. - And therefore, as I ſaid, 
ris no marvel if men by degrees loſe in the 

oodneſs of their Frame and Temper, which 
KT amerihcy had attained, while they kept 
gloſe to God's way and method, -in- which he 
beſtows it 3 and degenerate into men of quite 
another Spirit and Temper, when they for- 
Gke that, and ruw into another of their own 
Invention and choice. The diſobedient Fews, 


who had declined from the better way of their - 


Anceſtors, and grew into a worſe ſpirit and 
temper 3 they had a zeal of God ſtill, but not 
according to knowledge. They did will and 
run for Juſtification and Life; they followed 
after Righteouſneſs, and yet attained not to 
the Law of Righteouſneſs z; and wherefore ? 
bur becauſe they ſought it not by Faithz which 
wa the method of God's chuling 3 but as it 
were by the works of the Law, which was a 
method of their own chuſing, in oppoſition 
to God's, Rom-9+31,3 2» _ S. 2. 


AM 
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'» $.2. And whether you are not guilty, of 
rejeing God's way and method of converting. 
men to, and keeping them in the way of {a- 
ving Faith, Repentance and es ee Obe- 
dience 3 -and of inventing and chufing one of 
your own, different from that, comes now to 
to be conſidered, I ſhall ſtate your way in 
this, by what you haye publiſhed to the world 
in your own Books; and for wrap cr 
ſhall ioftance bur) in two Authors, Ex. Bure 
rough formerly, and Mr. Pen of late, who ſpeak 
for you, that which is otherwiſe well enough 
known to be your common Opinion» 

In the Works of E4. Brrrough (whom pou 
are pleaſed to ſtile that true Prophet, in the Ti- 
tle-Page) which »re publiſhed by you, chere 
are theſe Sayings: In Page 252, thus. His 
pure Spirit is put into the inward parts, to be 
the Rule and Guide of Life in all things. And 
again, [ Only] by the teaching of the Eternal 
Spirit, is the Living God known in the Creature. 
Again, p. 408, It is promiſed (faith he | that the 
Spirit ſhall lead into all Truth ; and ſuch do 
own the Scriptures, but not as their Teacher ; 
for the Anointing dwells in them, and they need 
no man to teach them, but 4s that Avointing 
teacheth all things and they have n1 need of the 
Scripture to teach them \, for all the Children of 
God are taught of God, and need not any ather 
Teacher, nor need not to ſay one to auother, Know 

the 
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ae Lord... And yet all ſuch do own be Sexip> 
, tures t0 be the Tftimony of that :which they be- 
|, tieve and have received, . And again, in p-$ 34, 
y The-only perfef Rule of Conſcience in the exep- 
' - iſe, to. God, #the Spirit of Chriſt, aud uot any 
; other thing... And becauſe ſometbing beſides the 
E Spirit of .God exerciſes the Conſcrence, therefore 
#t is that here are ſo many Ways aid Sefis of Re- 
ligion, and kinds of Worſhip in Chriftendom,and 
among Chriſtians , while. the Spirit of Chriſt 
[only | is. 20t the Rule of Judgment, and exer- 
Js f. Conſczence to God and man. Again, pag- 
61-. The judgment in that matter ( Hereſie) 
neſt be juſt, equal, Holy, and | only | by «be 
Spirit of Chrift, whith. is infallible, and gives 
anfallibility of judgment and diſcerning into all 
Caſes and Things. hs 
..: Mr. Pez ſpends the Fonrth Chapter of . his 
late Book, -Entituled, Reaſon againſt Railing 3 
to prove that the Light within, and not the 
Scriptures, .is the Rule of Faith and Practice. 
In p. 47- he ſaith, We dare boldly affirm in the 
Name of the Lord, that the great reaſun of our 
Belief concerning them (the Scriptures). is | not 
any outward thing | but that inward. Teſtimony, 
, Record, and heavenly Amen, that we. have fre- 


20 the Truth and Faubkfulnefi of thoſe Sayings. 
Again, p. 43. Wherefore tbe Scriptures are ſo 
far from being the great Rule of Faith and 


Practice, 


quently received from the. Holy Light within us, 
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Praflice; ithat the: Light of Cltift within ws, is 

hath-our.' Warrant and Rule for. Faith in, and 
Obedience 'to' them. .* Again, þ-' 114+ Let it be 
remembred (ſaith he) that Chrift promiſed. to 
fend the-Spirit of Truth: to lead into all:Truth 


' 48. much as. to ſay, none. are led into the Truth, 


"nor in; the Treth,but by the Hol» Spirit of Triths 
or that their prattice is.a Lie; or they are led in- 
10 a Lie; who are nat led bythe Spirit of: Trath 3 
[that alone } leads int0/all the ways of Truth. 
Where, by Truth is at meant the meer. Letter of 
the Scripture \, which notwithſtanding is true,but 
the living, powerful Truth, Chriſt, the Way, the 
Truth; and the. Life 3 of which the Scripture! is 
but. 4 Record, ' or Declaration. And, p-1155 
Many may run intothe 'pradtice. of ſeveral aut- 
ward things mentioned, in the Scriptures te have - 
been the prafiice of Saints in former Ages, and 
yet 210t be led into:the Truth), for | all tbat | is 
_ Will- Worſhip, Imitation, and Unwarrant- 
able i 4 141 | 
. Your: Notion concerning your Way, . then, 
thus repreſenced, is this, or-to this effect, - '+» 
That God,. Chriſt,.the holy Spitit, do by 
immediate Illumination of. your-iriiuds,. aud - 
without external; teaching by the ::Seriptures, 
or-by.men, ſhew-you,. or reveal to-you what 


E you--ought' to; believe!/and do 3 and by their 


1mmedrate motion or :operation, draw-or per- 


{wadcyou'to bclicye and practiſe mph x : 
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ty. Which Illumination or Operation, you 
call The Light witbiz, or the Holy Anointivig, 
which teacheth all things. This I take to be 
your ſence, when you fay, you own Scrip- 
tare, but not as your Teachet; and that ſuch 
have no need of the Sctipture to teach then, 
and that all the Children of God are taught of 
God, and need not any other Teacher. And 
again, that God's pure Spirit is put into the 
inward parts to be the Rule and Guide of Life 
in all things 3 and that the only perfe& Rule 
of Conſcience in the exerciſe to God, is the 
Spirit of Chriſt, and not any other things 
That the Scriptures are ſo far. from being the 
Rule of Faith and Praftice, as that the Light 
within is both your Warrant and Rule. Thac 
the Spirit of Truth || alone | leads into all 
Truth. And that the infallible Spirit of Chriſt 
gives Infallibility of, judgment and diſcerning 
antoall Caſes and Thiogs. 
This then is your Method and Way. 
Now I will ſhew you what is God's Me- 
thod and Way 3 which is quite different from 
yours. . The Goſpel plainly declares, That 
there ſhall be a Reſurrejon of all men after 
Death, and a State of everlaſting weal or wo 
in another world 3 and that.as many as believe 
Chriſt to be the Son of God, and Saviour of 
theworld, and repent them of the evil they 
have done, and fincercly obey his _ 
ally 


(x5) 
ſhall, by his Death which he ſuffered for fin, 
receive Remiſſion of ſin, and Eternal Lite 
but that thoſe that do not, ſhall be puniſhed 
with evertaſting Deſtrution. This Gofpel, 
this Doctrine, being not knowable by men, 
by any Natural Light in them, without Di- 
vine Revelation from God; Jelus Chriſt, who 
came from the Boſom of the Father, he reveal- 
ed it himſelf to his les and others, by 
his Doctrine, and aftgy his Aſcenſion mmto 
Heaven, he by ſcndi Mem the Holy Spirit, 
immediately inſpired them with a clear know- 
ledge and underſtanding of it, and fo by the 
gift, of ſpeaking divers Languages, accompar 
nicd with boldneſs and utterance , enabled 


_ them to reveal and: publiſh it tothe world, and 


to. procure Credit to it by many Signs and 
Wonders which were done. by thems And 
ever ſince that, God's way and method of 
bringing men to Salvation, that live- where 
the pe comes,hath been by making known 
this Goſpel to them, by word or writing 3 and 
ſo by the mighty Motives contained in it,ſuch 
as the Manifcftation of God's Love in the 
Gift of Chriſt, the Hopes of Eternal Life,and 
the Fears of Eternal Death, in concurrence 
with the Operation of his Grace and good 
qo_ together with the rational Evidence 
& the Truth of ict, to perſwade men to he- 
heve and embrace it,aud to live according to *. 
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' Sothat” according 'to this Repreſciitatiori, 
compared with that made bf your Way, God's 
ugh and Metnod: , and” yours greatly dif- 


You holding that the Holy Spirit direQs | 
and perſwades men what to believe, and do, 
by his own immediate'working, without out= | 
ward teaching 3 - whereas" (as we ſay) he doth 
it by outwara teaching.* ' 

«It is 'Ged; Chriſt, the Holy Spirit; 'thit 
works the'faving change in'men 3 but he doth 

it till by: the'Word of the Goſpel, as commu- 
nicated"to'mens minds'by the Scriptures, ' or 
by mens teaching the fame Dodrine which is | 
contained in the Scriptures and it'is this Do- 
Erine that is the Rule of Faith and Pradtice, 
And'this I donbt''not to make very plain to 

you (in'oppolition to your way) if you” will 

| not ſhut your'eyes. ' And this I ſhall endea- | 

tf » WJour ggadually, ſtep by tp, in certain Propo- ES. 

1 Ktions: © (1401 

| $. 3. Fir,” In the Apoſtles days, in which 
there was the greateſt effaſion 'of 'the Holy 

| | Spirit on them and other Chriſtians, that ever” | 
hath ' beef1"fyet; '-even then' God's 'way 'of 

bringing” met to believe 'the Gofpel,' ant to” - | 
live according to'it, was'by publiſhing it ro.” | 
men by-menz: cither by Word br* Writing; 40d | 
evidencing ie tobe frotr God.” ' The Apoltles, | 

inde had the Goſpel from/Chriſt himſelf im- 

mediately, 


a fd .. ao. af. << i. __ 
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| mmediately, as he himſelf had it from the Fa- - __-|| 
| ther, who gave him Commandment what he 
| ſhould fay and what he ſhould ſpeak: It at 
the firſt began to be poker by the Lord himſelf, 
and was confirmed unto-us by them that heard 
him 3 as*tis ſaid, Heb. 2:4. But after Chriſt's 
Aſcenſion , others at the firſt received the 
Knowledge and Faith of the Goſpel, by the 
Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, who were his Am- 
balfadors to the world , by -thetn- he. made 
known his Salvation to the Ends of the Earth. 
When our Saviour. prayed for all other good | 
Chriſtians that ſhould be in the World,belides | 
his Apoſiles, he deſcribes them thus , viz. | 
Such as ſhouldi believe through their Word, | 
obhn 17+. 20- Neither pray I for theſe alone, 
t'for them alſo' which ſhall beheve on me 
through their Wards And it pleaſed God by 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that 
believe, 1 Cor. 1:21, And fo Faith, cometh 
by Hearing, faith he, Rom. 10. 17. | By hear- 
ing of what, and'ot whom ? Why, by hear- 
ing the Gofpel jpreached by ſach 'whom God - 
| fantitopreach it; of which mention is made in 
the”precedent Vetſes. The Do@rine which | 
the Apoſtles preached, which is the Goſpel, is 
{aid'to be the Powe? of God to $ alvation, Rom: 
1-16. And'the Reaſon is given in ver. 17, 1$. 
Becauſe thereby the Righteouſneſs of God is 
teycaled from Faith to Faith; That is God's 
B tnethod 
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method of juſtifying men, upon condition of 
their believing, and obeying of it; and be- 
cauſe thereby the eternal Wrath of God from 
Heaven. is revealed againk all Ungodlineſsand 
Unrighteonſnels of men. This Revelation 
being from God, and the things, the Motives 
revealed being powerful Arguments to prevail 
with men, to receive and obey the Goſpel. 
upon their doing of which, they ſhall be ſa- 
ved : thence it-15 that "tis called The Power of 
God to Salvation, not- excluding the concur- 
_ Operation of God's Spirit upon the heart 
y it. ' 7 
'This being ſo , your 'Leaders manifeſt a 
«ſtrange degree of Unlearnedneſi in the things 
of the Goſpel, . when they deny ſaving Grace 
to be wrought by the outward Adminiſiratt- 
on of the Word, or Teaching by man (as they 
do when they attribute it to:God alone, as his 
immediate Work) and all becauſe the Seri 
ture attributes it to God; to'Chrilt,. tv. the 
Holy Spirit : Whereas nothing is more.com- 
mon than to attribute the ſame Effect, fome- 
times to one Cauſe , ſometimes to another 3 
when there is the Concurrence and Co-opera- 
tion of ſeveral Cauſes tothe producing of the 
ſame, Effect , as there uſually is in God's 
working ſavingly upon men«- As men are ſaid 
jn Scripture to be born of God, to be bor?! of the 
Spirit 3 ſo they are ſaid to be boxn of the _ 
* ; mort a! 
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mortal Seed of the Word, 1 Pet. 1. 23. Becauſe 
that is God's Inſirument. Of his own Will 
begat be ws by the Word of Truth, Jam. 1. 18. 
And the Goſpel is the Miniſtration of the $pi- 
rit, and the Sword of the Spirit, as it is called; 
becauſe it is the great Inſtrument or Means by 
which the Spirit doth irs Work upon men. . 
Indeed the Work of Grace in men, is moſt 
properly attributed to God, to Chriſt, though 
other Cauſes concur to the producing of that 
Effet 3 becauſe he is the principal Cauſe ofit, 
and all other but ſubordinate 3 and yet theEt- 
fe is ſotnetimes attributed to ſubordinate and 
ſecond Cauſes alſo, though leſs properly. Thus: 
Chriſt, the principal Cauſe of it, 1s ſaid to be 
The Light of the World, the Light of men, be- 
cauſe he by his Goſpel, as the Author of it, 
diſcovers and reveals to them a future everlatt- 
ing Happineſs attainable in another World, 
and the way to'it 3 and yet the Goſpel it (elf, 
yea the Apoſiles, and Paſtors, and Chriltian 
Profeffors, arcAlſo laid to be the Light of the 
world, as ſubordinate Cauſes, under-Chrilt, of 
the Illumination of men in the. knowledge 
hereof, Mat. 5. 14. 2 Cor. 4. 4+ Phil. 2. 15516. 
All which had you well conſidered, you would 
never have oppoſed mens being enlightened 
and taught by Chriſt, as ye do, - to their bein 
taught by the Scriptures, or by men 3 and af 


- becauſe, forſooth , the Illumination of mcn 
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is attributed to Chrift. | This verything here 
' ſyggeſted to you, would in great part reduce 
you, and fet you to rights, if you could be 
but willing to receive and own that for truth, 
which cannot without great abſurdity and 
contradic&ion to the Scriptures be denied. But 
for want of diſtinguiſhing between things and 
things, which in ſome reſpec, fecm to be the 
{3me ,, but ia other reſpeRs greatly differ, you 
run, your {elves tato Error and great Abluzdi-. 
ties- - - tg 
E:will upon, this occaſion, inftance in ano- 
ther thing not, much unlike to that but now 
mentioned, wherein you greatly miſtake, for 
want of diſtinguiſhing 3 aud that 1s, touch- 
ing the Preſence.of: Chriſt in men': Fog becauſe 
the $criptures. ſpeak. of Chriſt's being | in] 
men, and becauſe- Chriſt is God , and, God. 
eiiexy where preſent, -and ſo in all men. ; from 
theſe thus jumbled together, you infer, that 
therefore Chriſt 25 i atl mez >. and that being 
ſo, you farther infer that all men are taught 
by him himfdf immediately without external 
Teaching- In doing of which, you confound 
things together which are diſtin, to, the 
darkning of ' them in your, underſtandings,and 
the miſguiding, you in Judgment : You do 
not diſtinguiſh as you ought to do between the 
Eſſential Preſence of Chriſt, as God, and his 
- Virtnal Preſence , as Mediator, God: man. For 
although 


(21) 
although Chriſt, as God, is preſent to every 
man, in the exerciſe of common Providence, 
in the world 3 (My Father worketh bitherto,and 
I work i Gaith he, Joby 5. 17.) yet in reſpe&t 
of his Virtwal Preſence, as Mediator, as when 
he rules and operates in mens hearts by his Au- 
thority, and by the Evangelical Law, in this 
ſence (which yet is, doubtleſs, the ſence in 
which Chritft is ſaid in Scripture to be 54 men, 
and to dwell in them) I fay, in this ſence he is 
not in all men. For men arc faid to be with- 
out Chriſt, until they are converted to Chrifti- 
anity, Eph. 2.12. And it is by Faith (which 
only ſorne, and not all men have) that Chriſt 
dwells in any mans heart, Eph. 3. 17. It isby 
that Faith that his Authority in his Dodtine 
and Law is owned, and where that's ſincercly 
owned, there Chriſt is ſaid to dwell. Not 
that Chriſt as Mediator God-man, dwells or 
ſonally in men ; for in that ſence and reſpe&t 
he dwells in Heaven, and is at the right hand 
of the Majefty on high. And therefore as 
Teacher of his Church, he doth not-teach men 
now immediately in perſon, but by his Gof- 
pel which he ſends to them, by which he en- 
lightens them in the way of Salvation. Ye 
do therefore err, not knowing or underſiand- 
ing the Scriptures, while you attribute thoſe 
effects to the Eſſential Preſence, and immedi- 
ate Operation of Chriſt in men, which are 
B 3 wrought 
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wrought by him indeed, but it is, by the I4- 
ftrumentality and Agency of ſecond Cauſes, the 
Goſpel and the Miniſtration thereof by men. 

I with that by theſe Inſtances, you could 
be made ſenſible of your great weaknels in de- 
ſpiling Diftin@ions, as if they were but effects 
of Carnal Reaſon and Fleſhly Wiſdom for 
ith Words that are the ſame in ſound, arc of- 
tenyſed to ſignific things of a different Na- 
ture 3: and words diffegent in ſound, to ſignitic 

things of the ſame Nature inſtances of which 
the Scripture abounds with, they-muſt of ne- 
cellity be perpetually liable to Error and groſs 
Miſtakes , that throw away Diſtinions as 
uſeleſs, which is your own caſe in many other 
. things belides theſe now inſtanced in, 

Since then it was God's Method in the A- 
poſtles dayes to-bring tnen to ſalvation, by be- 
lieving and obeying the Doctrine preached by 
them, as I have ſhewed It is marvellous that 
any that pretend to know any thing in Chriſti» 
_ anity, ſhould deny this Doctrine to be the 
| Rule of Faith and Chriſtian PraQtice, when- 
as that's the very end and Reaſon of the pro- 
mulgation of it, to dire& men what to believe 
and do, that they might be faved ; and to 
excite them to believe and do accordingly. 
When St. Paul ſaith , Whereto we have at- 
tained, let us walk by the farne Ryle 3 doth 

he not by Rxle mean the Apoſiles Dodtrine, 
| | | whenas 
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whenas in the next words, the propofeth him- 
ſelf _that-lived-according to.what he taught, as 
an example for them' to follow, Phl. 3. 16,17+ 
It was the great. commendation of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, that chey continued ſtedfaſltly 
in the Apoſtles Doltrine , Acts 2. 42. And 
St Fobn ſaid, Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abi= 
deth not in the Dottrine-of Chriſt, bath not God : 
And to tranſgre(s, ſure is to {werve from 
the Rule, 2 Fohn 9. This Doctrine of Chriſt 
is called the Goſpel of the Kingdom, Mat. 4- 23. 
and 9. 35- and 24, 14+ For it is that Rule 
by which Chriſt our King doth rule and go- 
vern his Subjets both in Heart and Lite 3 as 
the Laws of the Land are the Rule according 
to which Earchly Kings do govern theirs. 
The Sum and Subſtance of the DoEtrine 
which the Apoſtles preached, oneas well as 
another, and in one place as well as another, 
is called The Form of Sound Words, 2 Tim. 1, 
13. The Principles of the Dofrane of Chriſt, 
' Heb. 6. And this Form of Dodrine was de- 
livered to the Chriſtiens, to rule and govern 
themſelves by, Rom. 6. 17. But now have 0- 
beyed from the heart that Form of Dottrine which 
was delivared to you: And it was ſo much a 
Rule to them, that they were commanded to 
mark, and avoid ſuch as cauſed Diviſions and 
Offences comrary to the Dottrine which they had 
learned, Rom. 16. 17- And forbid to receive 
B 4 into 
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into their Houſes ſuch ax brought not this Du- 
Hrine, 2 John 10. And if any: man teach o- 
therwiſe, ſaith - St; Pawl, 'andl conſents not to 
wholeſom words ; even the words of © our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Doftrine which is 
according to wo he is proud, ay 
Hothing, 2? Tim- 6. | 

Thef. things bony all fo plain, as what 
ean = plainer 3 it cannot but be highly ridi- 
&xflous for fuach as are ignorant in the very 
A; B, C, of Chriſtianity (as by your difſent 
in this plain Truth, you appear'to be) to pre- 
trend to ſuch Sublimity - and Spirituality, as tq 
eſtecrri all other Chriſtians m the world, of 
what denomiiation ſoever, that. are: not of 
' your way,” in compariſon. of your ſelves, to 
be all i hy Darkneſs and Confulion. 

- "The Second Propoſition is this 3 Al- 
chough the firſt Promulgators of the Goſpel 
were enabled by immediate Revelation from 
Chriſt to teach it unto others; yet» afterward 
God's ordinary way and method of tran{mit- 
ting' the Knowledge and Faith of the Goſpel 
downwards-to others ſucceſſively, was by ſuch 
mens teaching it to othersy as had themſelves 
learned it of the Apoftles,or others that taught 
the fame DoFrine as they did. Thus Timothy 
and Titzs, though Evangeliſts, were infiru- 
ed by Parl in the Chriſtian Faith 3 and how 


they ſhonld behave themſelves in their publick | 


Capacities 
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capacities as Evangeliſts or Biſhops 3 and this 
was done, partly by Speech, and partly-by 
his Epiſtles to them, '2 Tins 1: 13- Hold fatt 
the. Form of ſound words which thou ' buſt 


- beard of me, 2 Tim. 3+ 14, 15+ Continue'in 


the things which thou haſt: learned, and haft 
been aſſured of, knowing of -whom thourhaft 
learned them; and that from a Child thou hat 
known the Holy. Scriptures. Titus learned 
the Chriſtian Faith by Paxl 3 for which cauſt 
he tiles him his Sox z# *be Common Faith, Tit. 
7.4. And by his Epiſtle jinftracts him in the 
Eleion of Biſhops, - which he was to place 
in the Cities of Crete : And: one of his In- 
{tru&ions about this Aﬀair was, that he ſhould 
ordain ſuch as held faſt the faithful word is 
they bad been taught, Tit. 1. 9+ And the ſame 
things which Timothy had learned of Pax, he 
was to commit to faithful men, and ſach as 
ſhould be- able to teach others, 2 Tim. 2+ 2. 
The things. which thou haſt heard of me- a- 
mong many Witneſſes, commit thou to faith- 
ful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 
$5. 3- Theiſame Doctrine, and many of 
the fame Miracles wete committed to writin 
by the Apoſtles, which were firſt preached 
doneby Chriſt, and his Apoſtles,” and: for the 
(ame end to wit, to bring men to the Chri- 
ſtian Belieb and Life, Fohk 26; 31. But theft 
are written, that ye might believe that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing, 
He@ 
{ 


| (26) 
je might bave life through his Name, 1 John 5: 
13--' Theſe things hive I writzen unto ak 
that believe on the Name of the Son of God, 
that ye may k#ow [that ye have Eternal Lite ; 
and that ye may believe on the Name of the 
'Son of God:* That is, that they might believe 
more groundedly and firmly, and fo conſtant- 
ly and perſeveringly againſt all oppoſition and 
temptations to the contrary, Luke 1.3, 4. It 
ſeemed good to me alſo, having had perfect 
underſtanding of things, from the very firſt, 
to-2rite unto thee, molt excellent. Theophilus, 
that thou mighteſt kxow the Certainty pf thoſe 
things wherein thou haſt been inſtructed. 
2 Tim.'3- 15, 16- The Scriptures given by in- 
Siration of God, are profitable for reproof, 
correQtion, and inſtruction in rightcouſneſs; 
and able to make men -wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through Faith which is in Chriſt jeſus. Rome 
16-26. And by the Scriptures of the Pro- 
| Þbers, according to the Commandment of the 
everlaſting ol. made hnown to all Nations 
for the obedience of Faith. God of old com- 
manded the Law wtitten, to be read to all 
the: Congregation of Jſrael, that they might 
learn co fear him, Dext. 31. 11, 12- 
$6- 4+ The Apoſtle required the ſame re- 


gardto be given to what he taught by his E- . 


piſtſes, as ro what he taught by ſpeech, face 
to face, 2 Theſ. 2.15. Therefore fiand fat, 


: - and 


. Lo 
Pl nn” To” — onda. "RY as wed &@ Aa _ _ —_—— — «zz od ak 


| 
| 
| 


(27) 


| . and hold the Traditions'which ye have been 


taught, whether by word or our Epiſtle, x Cor. 
14..37-- If any man think himſelf ro beaPro- 
phet, or ſpiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things which I write unto you; are the Cone- 
mandments of the Lord. And the Epiſtles 
written to particular Charches, were intend- 
ed for the benefig.of all, in thoſe things which 
in their nature were of common concernunto 
all, x Cor. 1. 2. Unto the Church of God at 


' Corinth —— With all that in every place call 


upon the Name of} elus Chriſt our Lord 

theirs and ours: The two Epiſtles of St. Pe- 
zer, the firſt Epiſtle of Foby, the Epiſtle of 
Fude, and-that of Fames, are all General E- 
piltles, not dire&ed to any particular Chur- 


 ches, as ſuch but to the Chriſtians ſcattered 


abroad in the world. And the Colofiians were 
to.read the. Epiſtle ſent to Lardicea 3 and the 
Laodiceans to read that ſent to the Coloſſians, as 
well as thoſe that were ſent to both themſelves 
relpe@ively , - Col. 4, x6. And St. Johns was 
commanded to fend all the ſeven Epiſtles to 
each of the ſeven Churches in Afia, and not 
only one Epiſtle to one Church, and another 
to another. And in Rev. Chap. 2, 8 3. Itis 
ſeven times ſaid, He that hath an Ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit ith unto the Churches; 
as every man in the world hath, that is not 
deaf, And Chap. 22.18. I teſtifie to every 

man 
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man (faith Chriſt). that heareth the words of 
the Propheſie of this Book, &c.: And there 
1s great reaſon why the ſame regard ſhould be 
given to what the, Apoſtles and. Evangeliſts 
Wrote, as tawhat they ſpakes as long as they 
either wrote the ſame Dodrine, ox:Hiſtory, 
upon. the ſame Evidence, For the Doctrine is 
prog after it i5 written, as 'it was before 3 
r its Being written, doch not. alter the Na- 
ture of it. And therefore men .muſt needs 
be as much concerned 'in their Belicf or Disbe- 
lief, : Obedience or  Diſobedience to'it, when 
It js communicated ,to them by writing, 4s 
when it is ſo by Preaching 3 yea, Thad almoſt 
ſaid,..or by immediate Revelation: ; For *tis 
not the way and manner of communicating 
the will of God to us, that makes it ſaving 3 
but our behef and ſerious conſideration of it, 
and yielding obedience to it, how, or by what 
means ſoever we come to know it» Other- 
wile {vs yp? men may have Revelations 
from » 8s Balaam had; ayd as Fwudgs and 
other workers of Injquity, that propheſicd 
and caſt out Devils in Chritt's Name, hed, or 
might have had, .and yct not be profited by 
them... And if there be any leſs degree of evi- 
dence of Divine Truth when it is communi- 
cated to us by writing , than ' when it was 
communicated to others by theApoliles preach- 
10g, or. to the Apoſiles themſelves by _ 
FI late 
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diateReyglation 3 yet belief of it, and qbedi- 
ence-to it. upon. that leſs degree of Evidence, 
is not the leſs, but rathesx much more reward- 
able, than s obcdicnce toit upon greater evi- 
dence , fob 20.29. Jeſus ſaith , unto. him, 
Thomas,; becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou haſt be» 
lieved.3.: bleſſed are they which have, #9t ſeen. 
and yet have believed, ; . | 

It, is, not to; be imagined but that the Apo- 
files and Evangeliſts, have expreſſed the Chri- 
ſign Doctrine, and, the Reaſons why it 
ſhould he believcd,in, as plain terms when they 
wrote it, as-when they preached it. _, 

They could hardly ſpeak thoſe great No- 
Qrines, touching the Eſſentials of Chriſtzani- 
ty, plainer, than they: axe, communicated;tg 
us. by their Writings, .yct how plain {oever 
they ſpakethew, the veryſame things ( proj” 
dice;/worldly intereſt, and the -love of Luſt) 
which now. detain men from obcyin ' their 
Doing, as: communicated and tran{mirted 
down to us by their Writings, did in like han 
ner keep back Multitudes from yielding Obe- 
dicncci to their, Dodrine » thn. when t EY 
thernſelyes preach'd it to, them, and wroughs. 
many Mixagles to. convince them that it was. 
fram -Ggd. And as men. then thathad. ng 
mind. to, obey. the Dgtrine which Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles preach'd, raiſcd;Cavils, and pickt 
Quarrels againſt it : Why do 5p to ——_ | 


% 
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feud my ſpeech? "event becauſe ye tamiot hear © 


my Word; id our Saviour to 'fuch, Fohy 
8. 43-) Evcgſoat this day thoſe Atheiſti- 
cal and looſe men, that have no mind to con- 
form their Hearts and Lives to'the holy Do- 
Arine of Chriſt in the” Scriptures , raiſe Ca- 
vils; and pick:Quarrels againſt the Scriptures, 
which are *a, ſtanding Reproof to their bad 
Tempers, and evil Lives 3 Which becauſe they 
axe {o, they feek by /all means to invalidate 
them, that they might the more ſecarely, and 


without diſturbance fronythem, hold ontheir 


upgocly courle, {ecretly, or openly. 


How far any that have led you the Way... 


may be concerned in fuch a thing as this, I 
ſhall not Gay 3 bur ſure I am, it concerns both 


you and them to think ont : and (0 rhuch'the 


rather, becauſe *cis ſeldom, if ever {een among 


other men, but that thoſe that'are'cold in' 


their aſe&ion to the Scriptures, are as coldto 


oy 


hot againſt it. 


"Andiindeed I muſt" needs fay;. you bewray* . 


your 61d affeQion to, and. your little-and 


flight cftectn of the holy Scriptures; while you 


rhink you have ground 'pleaſedly to call them 
the Dead Letter, from that Saying of the A+ 
. poſtle,” ini 2 Cor. 3-6. Who bath made us able 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament, nat of 'tbe Let- 
wr, but of the Spirit :- And to call thoſe that 

| preach 


the' power of Godlinefs, or rather zealonlly 


| (31) 
preach from the Scriptures, Manifters of be 
Letter. Whereas that Expreſſion is: {o' far 
from ſerving your purpoſe herein, as that if 
you 'underſtood it (which alas, you do.not) 
you would find.it to calt\a. Glory and Honour 
upon the Scriptures of the:New: Teſtament; 
and no diſparagement at all upon thoſe of the 
old; upon any: account of the matters therein 
contained, as -being | written. + For the Do- 
d&rine of; the Old Teſtament it ſelf isnotcah 
led the Letter; becauſe it is in Writingz.nor 
that of the New, the Spirit,: becauſe not in 
Writing 3 but becauſe the. Subje-Matter of 
which the-Moſaical Covenant did: much con- 
liſt; -and many. of the things therein contain- 
ed, were but figurative , and outward Repre- 

{entations of - thoſe. excellent Spiritual thi 
which iu the | Goſpel, arc plainly and mjecly 
exprefſed, without any ſuch Vail or Cover: 
For fo the Apoſile, im the proceſs of this his 
Diſcourſe,doth more plainly expreſs it, ver. 12, 
13,14. Wemſe great plainneſs of Speech, and 
not as Moſes, which put a Vail over his Face, 
{o that the Children of Jrel could not lookar 
ſee to the end of- that, which is aboliſhed ——— 
Which Vail is done away in Chriſt that is, in 
the Doctrine of. Chriſt, in the New. Teſta- 
ment ;.in which Dod@rine, Divinc-and Spi- 
ritual Truth is ſtripp'd out of its Cloathing 
and Covering, and repreſented as it is in its 
own 
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own" neture,: and not'in: dark figures, And 
- thatithis, andnot the Writing/;' or not Wris 
tg; isincanvby Derxer and Spirit,” will far- 
ther: appcarby<omparing other Texts of Scri- 
pture- withs this.” Rowe. 24/29. Circumciſion 
3s that of theheart, in; the; Spiyitz and not'in 
the Le:terw': By: Letter here! wiplainly mean 
Circumcifion:in the Fleſh and: by Fpivit, 
that which was-conched under it, or f 
by -it;--and: har! is' the: Circumcifion of : this 
Heart whiehin the New Teſtament is called 
Mortificatian,-or. Purifying of the Heart / O# 
Exciting Atk-Qions aud Lufts. | ror 

 Soagain; Rom-7. 6. Bur now weare dei: 
uerad fromthe'Law, that being dead, where+ 
in we were held, that  we-ſhould -ferve -in 
Newneſ3 ofi'$pirit, and nov in- the Oldneſ7'ef 
the Lentey> That. is, according} to thoſe-plaini 
Precepts of the Goſpe) while aifires the Sp1- 
zit and \Scope”of the 'Law'$' add not in the 
outward Ceremony, which 'wete bat figgiras 
wee of ther; as in offeri vu” Bodies a t1> 
ving Sacrifiee;- inflcad] of: flain* | Beaſts; in 
cleanſing ous elves from + the:fiichinels of rhe 
Meth; infioad;; al -Purifications by waſhing 
the Body:, : iv -pude ogg ff the Body of 3he S145 
of the Fleſh, and all . evil Coneupiſcence, and 
vot in: cutring. off the Foreskin'of 'the Fleſh, 
And thoſe Miniſters that /preach this, and 6- 


__ like. Spiritual 'Docriue, aut of, or: ac- 
| cording 


(33) 
gording t6'the Scriptures of the New Tetta- 

en by not the names of Moſes, they 
are \ of the | New Teſtament, .not .of 
the Letter , - but - of: the. Spirit, Which had 


you: you would never have: pour- 
.ed your. ſpitctul contempt on them as you 
pooh» by ing thaw Letter-Preachers. | 
$51 conclude what I have faid-in this 
.Pre to ſhew that the ame regard. is 


due, to the-DoGrine of the Apoliles when 
written, asnow it is 5 as when it was.preach- 
ed by them' 3 by yemembting you of'tbis one 
great Truth,, That-every' man ſball- he tried 
and.judged 'at the laſt- day , by that Law he 
hath been-undet. - The Gentiles that are, or 
have been without '2 wtitten Law, ſhall bc 
judged without any ſuch.Law 7 and the Fews 
which were:under a written Law, they ſhall 
be judged by it, Rome. 2- 12: Even fo, thoſe 
that arc..under the Goſpel written, will be 
judged by that 3 as. thoſe that were prder the 
Immediate preaching of it by Chriſt and his A- 
 poſtles; before it was written, will be judged 
| by that- Fs that rejeftetb me, and receiveth 
_ words, bath: one.that judgeth bims the 
that 1 have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall. judge 

rh at the loft day, ſaithour Saviour, Fobn 12: 
48. And if that be the Rule by - which thoſe 
ſhall be judged that have his Word made 
known to them, be it. by one means or by ano- 
Q& ther, 
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ther, then it greatly concerns all ſich to-make 
-hat Word of his the' Rule of their Life and 
Practice, as ever they hope to comeioff well 
upon their Trial ac laſt, whatever 'you talk of 
itsnot being a Rule as it is a written Word. 
And therefore beware leſt then that come up- 
on you, and be ſaid of you, which is written 
in one of the Prophets; T have written to 
them the great things of my Law, and they have 
counted them as a ſtrange thing, Hoſe 8. 12, 

$+7- 5+ The next Propoſition is this That 
the Holy Scriptures extant in the Apoliles . 
days, in conjun&ion with the Dodrine of 
the Chriſtian Faith, however made known, by 
Writing, or otherwiſe z were then, through 
that Grace - of God, which uſually attends a 
due uſe of them, able to make men wiſe to 
Salvation, 2 Tim. 3+ 15. And that from a Child 
thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to wake thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
Faith which i in Chriſt Jeſus. 

If by Scriptures here, you will underſtand 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament only, yet 
you may calily colled& that if thoſe Scriptures 
were in great part able to make men wiſe unto 
Salvation, then when the Goſpel was on foot, 
. then the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, as 
containing the Chriſtian DofErine, are able to 
do it much more; and both in conjunCGtion to 
be effeQual to that end. _ 
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The Apoſtle acquainted the Chriſtians then, 
that the Myſtery of the Goſpel by the Scrip- 
tures of the Prophets, is, and that according 
to the Commandment of the everlaſting God, 
made known to all Nations for the obedience 
of Faith, Rom. 16. 25,26  , 

$ 8..6. The Holy Scriptures, as the means 
which God works by, are able, not only to 
make men in a private capacity wiſe unto ſal- 
vation but alſo to furniſh men for the dif- 
charging of the* publick -Office of Teaching 
and Governing in the Church of God. The 
Holy Scriptures given by inſpiration of God, 
are profitable for Dofrine, Reproof,, Corref1on, 
and Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſi, ſo as to make the 
man of God, to wit, a publick Preacher, per- 
fed, throughly furniſhed to all good works 3 even 
to enable him to diſcharge his whole Duty to- 
wards the. Souls of others, 2 Tim. 3- 16. And 
St. Paul by his Writings, inſtructed even Ti- 
mothy himſelf, how to behave himſelf in his 
Office and publick Capacity , 1 Tim 3. 14+ 
Theſe things write I »nto thee, that thou mailt 
know, how to behave thy ſelf in the Houſe of 
God, which is the Church of the Living God; 
And for the betcer diſcharge of his Miniſterial 
Office, direQs and enjoins him to give attend- 
ance to Reading, and to Meditation, or Stu- 
dy, 1 Tim- 4. 13, 15- Which ſure would have 
been necdlefs, if he had bech fufficigntly - 

C 2 f 
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to have done all by.the immediate Illyminatt- 
on: RIG qd opefy ration of ,God's #4 > 48 you 
| eachers are able.to 

menos The ſame promiſe is made to the 
nates of the Word written, and'to the keep ep- 
Ing it, as is to the hearing and keeping of 
it, Rev. 1, 3+ Bleſſed is he Þ : "xeadeth, and 
they that hear the words of 1 this Pr rapheſes od e, afd 
keep Ye thin te + which are written therein. 

he Scripture is faid to 000 "Y 

Or Prat LW yet God ;Faid himſelf, or by 
his 'Servants, Rom. 9. 17. The Scripture ſaith 
x1to Pharaoh, even fur this ſame purpeſe have 
W& raiſed 1 thee up, that 1 | wighe ſhew my ave in 
thee, Koi. 10. I. xjprure ny pr pts 
ſoever believeth on bon amd. 
Gal. 3. 22. The Eriptine ol get's .oll 
anider fin- What Jatth the Scripture ? Caſt 
out the Bondwoman and her Son, Gal. 4- Ex 
Which yet was the Saying ,of God,himlelf. 
Gen. 16+ Another Scripture ſaith , They ſhall 
look on bim whom they have pierced, John 1g, 
17. No Propheſie of the Scriptures is of private 
Itterpretation, 2 Pct- 1. 20, So that accord- 
ing to this, look what God faith in and bythe 
Scriptures, wbong ſach things as concern 
us, 15 in effe& the ſame, as if Bf; ſpoken 
them to us himſelf. immediately, If. apy man 
think, himſelf to be a Prophet, or Spiritual, tet 
him ackwowledge that the things T write unto 
Jour 
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He Hit Cob thdnithHts' of tht Lond, ar 


1, Wt 1'Cor: 14.37. 


Yotrate wort'to infituate indeed, as if the 
Seriptiites were dk of chat' uſe to us now, as 
chey. werk' ro'rlem} 66 whoti'they were "firſt 
wiittei. Bit however they hight more con- 
ot eh&n chah us it ſome particular cafes 
prope to thim, yer in things of common con- 

; they ate ab miich forour uſe as theywere' 
for ets. Fot whatſoever things were written 
af it etimie, were writteh for our Learning, Rome 
15.4 Whit God faid to Jaſon, I will ne- 
ver leayr thee nor forſake thee, the Apoſtle 
woulJhave all faithfiil Chriſtians relic on3 as 
if it haQ'been ſpoken to themlelves, Heb.13.5. 
That which was firft ſpoken to the Fews, Lev. 
26. The Apoſtle applies to the Believing Gen- 
riles, aSmiuch'as if it ' had been ſpoken to them 
only, 2 Cor. 6« 16- For ye are the Temple of 
the Livin God, 4s God bath ſaid Twill 
dwell itt Bm, and walk, i in' them\, altd T will 
be their God, and they ſhall be my people. 

$11 e that have the Dbairie of 
Chriſt a an FIR D > brought down to us'in 
the Scxip ay, accordiri to Scripttirt- 
the opt Dy to 'bave chat and his Apo- 
files”, as Froly as it 7, ſaid of the Fewpr in, 
3h, Sayio ours days on Faith; that' they had 

oſes ati he Prophicts3 for it was by having 
in the'Sctiptures, what thity Caidand did; that 
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were ſaid to have them- And by heaxing and 


believing the Scriptures of the NewTeſtament, 
ve may as well be ſaid to hear and believe 
Chriſt and his Apoſiles, as they to hear and 
believe Moſes and the Prophets 3 which yet 
they were ſaid tp do, when they did believe 

heix. Writings, Luke-16. 29. They have Me- 
ſes aytl the Prophets,let them hear them. Ver.3 1. 
If they bear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither 
will they be perſwaded though one roſe from the 
dead. John 5- 46,47+ Had ye believed Mo- 
ſes, ye world have believed me ; for he wrote of 
me ; Byt 4 ye Kine uot bis Writings, how 
ſhould ye believe my Words * Chriſt promi- 
ſed his Apoſtles, upon his giving them Com- 
miltion to teach all Nations, that he would be 
with them to the end of the world. and 
he is ſo in one ſenſe, when he accompa- 
nies their Miniſtration by their Dodrine 
and Writings, with the preſence of his 
Grace and: power in their continuation to 
the end of the world. And as it is aid of 
Moſes, Ads 15.21. That he had thole z eve- 
ry City that preached bim, being read in the 
Synagogues every Sabbath day; inaſmuch as 
his Books of the Law were read 3 ſo for the 
ſame, or like reaſon, it may be as truly ſaid, 
that Chriſt hath thoſe that preach him now, 
when the Books of the New Teſtament writ- 
ten by inſpiration of his Spirit , are read a- 


mong_ 
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mangyaand ed unto us everyLord's Day* 
Youmayrehen onkty conclude, that thoſe that 
haveshe dſadtrine 'of Chriſt in his Goſpel a- 
mong them, have Chriſt 'among' them 3 and 
all;that gegcive and hold faſt that, do receive 
and. hold faſt him : -So3 faith St. Fohy in his 
ſecond Epits V. 9 He #bat abideth in the Do- 
Grine of Ghrift,: be bath both the Father andthe 
Son. And again, 1 Fas 2. 24. If that which 
ye hque haard from! the. beginning, ſhall remain 
in you, .;y6 alſo ſhell' continue in the Son and 
in the Father; 

C12. 10. That in Chriſt Jeſus neither Cir- 
cumciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 
cifion 3 -but a new Creature 3 is a moſt im- 
portant, Dodtrine , declared \in writing by St. 
Paul, Gal, 6. 15+ 

And when he ſaith in the next Verſe, es 
niany 4s walk, according to this [ Rule? peace be 
on them }. it ismoſt evident he was not of your 
mind and, way, who hold that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Or Dodrine contained in themy which 
is the ſame, are not a Rule of ChriſtianFaith 
and Practice, 

This. written Dodtrine of the Goſpel, /r 
ſee, is.a, Rule for Chriſtians to walk by 7 
the written, Law and Teſtimony-was to the 
Jews; andas it was ſaid of thoſe that walked 
not according, to that Word or Rule,that it was 
_—_ there was no Li wm in them, 1/4.8.20. 

Even 
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Even (o,. aridfor the ſame reaſon, iray oy 
be faid of you, that'if you walk nortzetord- 
ing to this Rule; it is becauſe in/teiiſh Metre is: 
no Light-itr'you, how much ſocveriyoutt win- 

| ly boaſtoff it,; atid- cenfure others forwant'of 
It 3 that yet make it their daily care ah#&- 

deavour to walk according to the and' 

Guidance. of that Rule; that hathwe Tratiti 

their-Conſcience. 18: IS 

And.now, Sirs;. by this time, metffinks'you' 
ſhould not but pereeive', thatDhave giveriyou- 
proof in good meaſure heaped up,  ſhaken' 

together; preſſed? down; and+ running over 3 

That Gods way:and method of direiiigimen; 

what to. believe and do 'asneceffary*-to thar 

Salvation; and of perſwading ther to Bdieve 

and do accordingly, is, and hath been by that 

teaching which comes: from Go@ thto' the 
Soul by oncwardimeans; ſuch as is His Word' 
| written, or by. mens teaching fie ſame Do- 

| &rine which is contained 'in- the Seriptures 3 

I: and if; ſq,” then not: by his immediate” teach- 
ing. operation , without ſach ourward 
teaching, which yet is that which you Hold 
and teach; in oppoſition to God's Method; 
The:Proot- of this'is: {oi evident and convin- 

_ cing,-that{if you will but give your minds 
and Conſciences Libetty ſeriouſly to'conſides 
it I cannot imagine how you ſhould poſſibly 
perlift in your! way, without- ofxing ſome 
ee i ts | violence 


& 
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violence: fo fe reaſon of your: Mids.: 

Y.13.. Bit ſince you baVe Krongthcaed 
ſelves in th your perſwaſi on, out:of airs 
nion you haye that ſoneScriptures are -. your, 
fide in it, I (þ: yet add footing ng farther £0; 
payjrce you. O Error :and Miſtake thereine.'- 

" You ſeem © gngnd; your ſelves :niuchy- 
an Job 3-9 I. 9. Where it is{aid, of Chriſt, This' 
etrus Light which lightnetbevery mau.that 
heatake the world. + + 

That Chad doth'one way or other lighten: 
every. mail: that comes int the world, is. 1 
great triith FA declared: Burthat which'you: 
are wont £0 alledge it for,; and which-you ate; 
to prove hence, if: you would haveicdo your: 
bulinels, is, That Chriſt lightencth every mat) 
that comes into the world, witt»the /knows=- 
ledge of what he: ought!, to, balieveand-do'in- 
order to his: ſalvation, without learning it: 
from or by any. Outward Means. 

Fhat-no ſuch thing, as that Chriſt fo ligh- 
tens all pd without Outward: Teachings can 
be proved) either: from this os any my on 
pture, I-ſhall cafily ſhew 

Chriſt doth ll akeen allwhom he dotli Ent» 
lighten in-.0ne-or more- of theſe three ways 3 
either, - I. Naturab Light. Or, 2: Byr 
Supernatural Revelation, /- Or; 3» By outward 
Teaching by-Speech, or Writing;-or Exam-" 
ple, in conjundion with the inward affiſtance 
of his irik, 1. Chriſt 


(42) 
1+ Chriſt indeed, as God Creator (as he is 
defetibed in the beginning of that Chapter) 
dbtKetiighten every man that'comes into the 
welt, with the 'facylty 'of Reaſon ad Un-' 
Kiftitding,by which he may kfiaw that there | 
i9i'God, and thathe is to be worſhipped,and 
thathe is placab1e5 'and the difference between” 
morakF 'good and evil in many things. But 
however this may poſſibly be'a Light ffictentt. 
t6direct the Heathen to as much as God ex-' 
pets from them (if they "_ up to it) to' 
whons he-'affords mo other Light; yet this 
Natura! Light is »ot '(affitzen; to dire thoſe * 
thatlive- under the Goſpel, to believe and do 
what they are bound-to believe and do, upen 
pair? of Damnation: They thet live under the - 
Goſpel;are bound to believe Jeſus to be Chriſt, 
_ the'Son of God, and Saviour of the world, 
aid that-upon pain ofdamnation, If ye believe 
' not that T am heye ſhall die in your fins ; (aid our 
Saviour to them to whom theGoſpel came, Fo. 
8. 24. | Every Spirit that confeſſeth not that Fe- 
ſks Chrift is come in the fleſh, is not of God, bat 
is the Spirit of Antichrift, 1 John 4. 3. He that 
believeth not the Son of God, ſhall not' ſee Life 3 
bus the' wrath of 'God abideth on bim,Joh-3-36. 
; Now that no man'can know Chriſt, know 
him to be the -Son-bf 'God, and. Saviour of 
the-world, by: his' Natural Light , without 
Supernatural Revclation from God , or In- 
t |  «firuction 
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firution from without, derived -from them , 
that had ſuch Revelation”, is moſt evident, 
When Peter ſaid to Chriſt, Tho art Chriſt the ; 
Sox of the Liping God 3 our Sdyiour told him, 
Floſs and Blodd bad not revealed that unto bim,, 
but bis Father, Mat. 16+ 16, 17+, And the Na-, 
tural man receveth not the things of. the Spiris. 
of God, neither can he know them, becauſe they. 
re ſpiritually diſcerned 3 that is, they are 
nowable only by means that are purely ſpirj- 
thal and ſupernatural 3 as the revelation' of. 
the Goſpel at tirſt was. . And it may well be;/ 
that in yp *tis. (aid, that #o man cax. 


ſay that Yeſu is the Lord, bat by the holy Ghoſt, 
I Cor. 12. 3+; For no man could know that he. 
was ſo, but: y that Revelationand diſcovery, 
which the Holy GtioR ſeveral ways at the firſt 
made concerning him. He ſhall glorifie me + 
for bs ſhall recezve of mine, and ſhall ſhaw «t 
#nto you, (aid Chriſt to his Apoſtles,concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit, Fohbx 16.14. And Chrift 
15 {aid to be juſtified in or by the Spirit, to be 
what he himſelf ſaid he was, and his Apoſiles 
witneſſed him to be, 1 Tim: 3. 16- | 
All this ſhews that though Chriſt do en- 

lighten all men with Natural” Light, yet this is 
not ſufficient without ſomewhat elſe, to en- 
lightenall men ; particularly thoſe that are 
under the Goſpel, with the knowledge of 
what is neceſſary for all ſuch to kuow an _ | 
ieve- 
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whe in offer ſes: their Salfatibii: For to 
ole a mh 74 gives, bim much fatt bees 
48. 


"An6thive by which: 
atens mer wes A: dge of 'of 
nd of” what "it 3b bona tor me 
F is by im ; _ ct! natural 

Rev | 3 Np Ee A- 
poles \ ther the ip be Srfaibn £0 
ea the way MC 'by Chriſt, through 
aich fd and Obedience to him; For God, 

Aith'one of them, who" commanded the Lig he 

ed file” ont of D; rh 7, bath (bined into - 


hearts, t© give I "6 thi owledge of 


the Glory of God, inthe Face's  Jeſtis Chriſt : 
t Hive, © that'is, to give i it forth. to others, 
4. 6 And a gg, in 1 Cor, 2: 12, 13. 
of Pave received, uot the $þ irit of the 
2, bitt the Sts rit which is 4 God 3 that we 
ft” the things that are eely zen to us 
- God : Whitch't Tings al alſo we G eak, not 
with the words which mans wi ph Fezcheth: 
biit which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.' And be- 
ſides this of internal and inimiediate Revelation, 
oe 61S. 0 way: imaginable for a men to come, 

the knowledge of Chriſt as Meatator, bit 
by external and mediate Revelation. 

So chat by the' proces of this' Diſcourſe, 
you arc brought to this eſther to ſay that all 


' pen to whom the Goſpel comes, arc lis: 
ned 


ON. 
Y 
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ned by Chriſt with the knowledge of his;bey 
ing the S6n'of* God, the ChRATE God, ani 
Saviour, of the world, by immediatcand fits 

exnatural Revelation, as the Apoſtles wete'3 
or clſe fo gia that ſome men in the world 
ae noe erdigened by Chyiſt withpur bei 
taught by 'Oitward means, 'to know wh 
tliey are bound.to belieye, upon pain of Tam- 
nation, .For T have ſhewed betore,, thye all 
men and women 'to whom the Gotpel” 
preached, are bound to believe Jeſus he th 
Chriſt, the For of God, upon pain of Darh- 
nation 3 and that there is but theſe two ways 
got, by which they. can come to know 
it, that they might believe ,it, immediate and 
mediate Revelation or Inſtru&ion. 7 
If being reduced to this fraight, you (hall 
be fo bd as to chuſe to ſay thatall th 
under.che ſound and outward teaching of tlie 
Goſpel, that ſhall be damned for not belicvi 
on Chriſt as the Son of God, and for not ©6- 
beying him, had that knowledge of him. by 
immediate and ſupernatural Revelation , As 
the Apotites hadfor the finning againſt which, 
they ſhall be damned, as knowing their Ma- 
| ters Will, and not doing it 3 yet the Scrip- 
tures, as well as all Empetince will dete& 
your Folly in ſo faying :;For L have proved in 
my Propoſitions, to which I refer you 3. that 
God's way &mcthod of proceeding with wen, 
in 
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zn juſtifying ox condemning thegy, yillbe Fr 
cordipg to their Obedience to,or Diſqhedience 
againſt. that, DoQrine of the Goſpel which 
cy had heard preached by men to.them,. Go, 
and the Goſpel.to every Creature (faid our 
Saviour )He that believeth not, ſhall be danmed ; 
that believeth not that Goſpel ſo preached an 
made known to them by preaching, Mat. 16. 
26+ And the Apoſile ſuppoſeth it impoſſible 
for the generality of men to believe, that have 
not, beard of Chriſt in the way of preaching . 
the Goſpel to them, and concludes that thoſe 
that do believe, ate brought to it by hearing 
it preached 3 and that is not by way of imme- 
diate inward teaching of God's Spirit without 


the — man, Rom. 10. 14, 15, 16, 17» 


Hom ſpall they believe in him of whom tbey have 
wot heard # And bow ſhallthey hear without 
& Preacher? faith St. Paul 3 . Yes, . might it 
have been ſaid, by immediate Revelation and 
inward teaching of God's Spirit, or the Light 


® within, if that had been the common way 


of bringing men to believe the Goſpel. But 
you ſee Paxul knew of no ſuch way to propa- 
gate the Faith, after it was once ſet on foor in 
an extraordinary way : If he had, he would 
not have put ſuch Queſtions, nor have made 
ſuch a Conclufionas he doth in v. 17. So thes 
Faith cometh by hearing, and bearing by ae 
Wor 
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Word of God-* And do you know more and 
better than he did ? 

And for your ſelves, it is' not to be ima FA 
ned that ever you could have known thatever 
there was fuch a one as Chriſt in the World, 
any more than the poor 'Tndians or Pagatis 
that never heard of him, 'had you not beef 
beholding to the Scriptures, or Oral Tradit- 
on for it,” as God's means, for all your gxcat 
talk of your Light within you. 

"Tf Chriſt Telds then doth not @avingly en- 
lighten all thoſe who yet are ſavingly illumina- 
ted, neither by Natural Light, nor by:Su- 
pernatural Revelation in an immediate-way'z 
thenit follows, that ſuch are enlightened by 
Supernatural Revelation mediately or inftru- 
mentally by the Scriptures, and Miniſtration 
of men, unleſs there can be another way" of 
ſaving Tllumination afligned, different from 
the three before mentioned, which none pre- 
tend to do, fo far as I have heard. 

Theſe things are ſo plain and full of Evi- 
dence , and ſo eake to be - underſtood, and in 
cheir Nature ſo apt to prevail with all ſuch as 
do not deny but that the Scriptures are: true, 
that after you have conſidered them, I cannot 
but think you will be convinced by them, if 
there be that love to Truth in you, which you 
pretend to, that you have unawares all this 
while abuſed that firſt Chapter of Fohn, v. 9+ 
an 
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and abuſed your fglyes and. the warld, by a mi{- 
repreſentation of it; whereas Chriſt is the 
hy of the world divers ways, and in ſeve- 

reſpe&s as, -by [his Spirit, by his Word, 
and by his Works, both Miraculous, and Ex- 
emplary.z it. jcannot but be very great weak- 
ne6 or waywardneG in you,to lmithhis being 
to one of theſe only; 4, | 
:1 »Y 14+ Another Scripture which you alledge 
as favouring your -foreſaid - Opinion, is that 
Propheſic of Fael 2.28, 29-Cited by St. Peter, 
in Aft 2.17. Behold the days conie, ſaith the 
Lord, that I will: powre ont my Spirit upov all 
Rhefp,. and yawr Sons and your Danghters ſhall 
frophefe, and your young mex ſhall ſee Viſions, 
end your old mes ſhall dream Dreams > and on 
my. Servants, aud on wy Hondmaids i] will peure 
u0t;ef omy Spirit in thoſe days, end they ſhall 


4 Þ.d that this Scripture alſo is impertinencly 
alledged , to prove that in the days of the Go- 
-{pel every one is immediately directed and mo- 
ved by the Spirit of God without outward 
acaching, in what they are to believe and do, 
.wall appear by two things; The one'from the 
:Natuxe of the thing here predicted : The 
Other by the Application of this Prediction to 
[the events th 

. 4. Fromithe Nature of the SubjeR-Matter 
.cof this Prophefic. It is not that the _ 

on 
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ſhonld be poured out upon all fleſh, ſo as to 
dire& every one what to believe and do with- 
vut outward teaching but to qualific perſons 
extraordinarily for outward teachiug : it is to 
enable them to prophefie 3 for that is twice men» 
tioned in; the Prophelie fore-cited, as the end 
for which the Spirit ſhould be poured out up- 
on allflcſh. And propheſying is for the in- 
ſiruQion of others 3 it is-a means of convey- 
ing knowledge .of the Divine Will from one 
man. to another : He that propbeſieth edifieth 
the Church, faith St. Paxl, 1 Cor. 14+ 4+ This 
of Prophets, was a Second Order in the Evan- 
near Miniſtry ; God bath ſet ' ſome in the 

burch, firſt Apoſtles , ſecondarily Prophets , 
1 £or- 12. And although ſeeing Viſions, and 
dreaming Dreatns be alſo mentioned as the ef- 
fect of the pouring out of the Spirit 3 yet that 
refers but to the ſame thing, the qualifying of 
perſons tb propheſie ; For the Prophets of old 
did.uſually receive the matter of Prophefie by 
Dreams ot Viſions, Numb. 12.6. If there be a 
Prophet among you, 1 the Lord will make my 
Jelf known unto him in a Viſion, and will ſpeak 
unto bim in a Dream, Hoſe 12. 10. And ic 
was not unuſual for Prophets then to fore-tell 
Evangelical Events in an Old-Teftament Dia- 
let. And when 'tis ſaid the Spirit ſhould be 
poured out upon all fleſh, it is not meant of 
all perſons in the world without —_— 
Or 


(50) 
for it Was never Ein. upto all perſons to pro- 
phcfie, taking all in £2 lence, ol 
perſons of. all ſorts both ir 

and Daughters, old menand oung,. :YE8 wi 
vants and Handmaids allo, - they are partj- 
cularly expreſt i in the Text: and thele not of 
the Jews only, but on; the: Gentiles alſo, as 
the Event thews 3 which was new tothe 
worlds, ; 

2. The Application. of this Pro heſie tg 
the Event , plainly ſhews that the fox 
which a Peomiſe of this poury 'S out of. the 
Spirit was made» W wh 69 enable ſome to teach 
others. For the cvcut f this Prophelic, — 
which it received its comp FIG, eas the pour: 
ing out of the Spirit in extraordinary, . Mi- 
raculous gitts upon. the Appliles aud Dil 

on the day of Pentecgſt, 299105 ſong; tumeq 
ter. This appears by St. Peter's peat 
of that Prophehie to thys very Event, AG. 2-16, 
his is that, faith he, which mas poken by the 
Prophet 'Foel, &c. And that tholg nuragulous 
Gifts were poured out .0n ſame to enable them 
to teach others, will appear in theſe two things, 
not 10 inſtance in mqgxe. Fult, the;Gift of 
tpeaking divers Tongues, which was qne of 
thcm,wes to.cnable them to declare the things 
of the Golpgl to people. of . all Nations, 
Tongues and Languages, in their own Mos 


ther- Tongue. wherein they were born, Upod 
the 
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called 
' perſons ſo qualified, and. their Do&rine were 


(5t) | 
the uſe df this pift "choſe of every Nation un- 


der hedven then reſident at Fernſalem, aid, 


We do hear them ſpeak, in our Tongnes the won- 
derful works of God, As 2- 17, By this Gift 
che Apoſtſes were prepared to preach the Go- 
ſpelto all Nations, ers Creature,as Chriſt 
afterwards commiſſioned then to do. 
Secondly, As by this Gift of Tongues they 
could and did propzgate the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel to thei that never-heard of it before 3 
ſo'by this; as by other miraculous Gifts of 
the Spirit, was Belief of the Goſpel procured 
from them to whom it was made known. For 
hereby they knew; or had reaſon to believe, 
that-perſons-thus yn were ſent of God, 
and the D6Qrrine they'brotight was from God, 
Fob 3+ 2« We know that thow art 2 Teacher come 
from Gad \, for nu man cant do.theſe Miracles that 
"tho doſt, excepe Gold be'with bim. In which 
reſpec, this and other miraculous Gifts were 
fi ns, and figns of what ?' but that the 


of God. Tougues;' ſaith St. Pax, ate for a 
frign to thoſe that believe nor, 1 Cor. 14. 22» 
They wete teXhing Signs, they taught thoſe 
to believe'the Goſpel, who did not, believe be- 
fore. Signs and Wonders done by the Apo- 
ſtlesand others, were thoſe thnigs by which 
God gave teſtimony tothe Word of his Grace, 
aSitiy As 14. 3. Theſe fignr, aid Otit S3- 
D 2 


viour, 
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viour, ſhall follow thoſe that believe in my: name; 
in my name they ſhall caft out Devils, they ſhall 
ſpeak, with new Tongues, 8c. Mark, 16: 17. 
And in v, 20. They, the. Apoſtles, went forth, 
and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the Word with Signs 
following. And Heb. 2. 4+ God alſo bearing 
them witneſs with Signs and Wonders, and di- 
vers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt accord- 
ing to bis own will. Truly, faith St. Paul, the 
Signs of an Apoſtle were.-wrought among you, 
in Signs dnd Wonders, .and mighty. Deeds, 
2 Cor. 12.12- Theſe were teaching Signs by 
which the Apoſtles. were known to: be Apo- 
ſtles, Meſſengers ſent by God, and their Word 
and. DNoErine to be the Meſſage which: God 
ſent by them. Theſe muraculous powers of 
the Spirit of God viſible ,in the Apoſtles, and 
thoſe that received their | Dodrine, were that 
which-procured ſuch wonderful ſucceſs to the 
preaching of theGoſpel, notwithſtanding the 
fierccſt oppoſition of Adverſarics.The very tirfi 
day-in-which the Goſpel ſet out armed, and at- 
rendgd with theſe powers,it brought in ofCon= 
vertsno leſs than 3000 Souls:and fo went forth | 
- conquering and to conquer from Jeruſalem and | 
throughout all Fudea and  Samariz, and to 
the uttermolt parts of the Earth.Iwill not dare, 
ſaith St. Pawl, to ſpeak of any of thoſe things 
which Chrilt hath not wrought by me to _ | 
the 
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the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed (by 
the word preached, and the mighty deeds that 
did accompany it )* through. mighty Signs 
and Wonders by the power of the Spirit of 
God 3 {© that from Feruſalem, and round a- 
bout to Nlyricum , I have fully preached 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, Roms. 15. 18, 19- 

That which made the Goſpel the more cye- 
dible, as coming from God and the more 
ſucceſsful in bringing in multitudes of new 
Converts, and in confirming and eſtabliſhing 
thoſe who were already converted , was in 
that thc holy Spirit was ſhed abroad in thoſe 
Miraculous Gifts, not only upon the Apoſtles 
that preached that Doftrine 3 but alſo upon 
thoſe that received .it, and believed it after- 
wards, as well as on the day of Pentecoſt. And 
that the more credit might be thereby pro- 
cured to the Apoſtles in their Meſſage from 
God co men, the holy Ghoſt in extraordinary 
gifts was given to the Diſciples after they be- 
lieved, by thelaying on of the Apoliles hands. 
Thus at Samariz, the Believers converted by 
Philip, received the holy Ghoſt, not by the 
laying on of his hands, but of the hands of 
Peter and Fobn, Acts 8. 17. And that they re- 
ceived the holy Gholt in ſome viſible effects, ap- 


zpears, in that it is ſaid that when Simon ſaw 


that through the laying on of the | Apollles 
hands, the Holy Ghoſt was given, he offered 
D 3 them 
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them Money for the hke power. What, to 
confer jnward ſpiritual Grace? Nos that was 
not the thing which he ſaw or could fee the 
Apoſiles do3 nor is it probable that he defired 
it. Likewiſe thoſe Believers at Epbeſus, when 
Paxl had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Ghoſt came. on them , and they ſpake with 
tongues, aud propheſied, As 19. 6. Thus it 
is aid of them, that after they believed, they 
were ſealed with tbe Holy Spirit of Promiſe, 
as the earneſt of the future Inheritance, and 
purchaſed poſſeflion, they continuing in the 
belict and praQtice of that Goſpel that came 
thus confirmed-to them, Epb. 1. 13, 14. At 
the very firſt indeed it ſhould ſeem the Holy 
Ghoſt fell on the Believers thus without laying 
on of the Apoltles hands 3 as in As 2. & 10« 
44+ But afterwards we have ſeen how it was. 
The Spirit in fome extraordinary gifts was 
poured on ſome of the Prophets of old 3 bur 
we never read that it was in ſuch fort 
poured out on them that believed their Pro- 
phelic likewiſe, as now it was.upon thoſe that 
received the Apoſtles Doctrine. And there- 
fore ſuch. a thing as this was foretold by the 
Prophets, as peculiar. to the coming of the 
Meſias, and as that by which he might be 
known to-be come when the event of fuch Pre- 
dictions- took place, eyen as it came to paſs 
here: The Prediction, Foel. 2+ 28. was, that 
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in the Ht days the Spirit ſhould be-poured ont 
upon all fleſh 3 in the loft days, that is, in the 
ſt days of the Jewiſh State or Cormmon- 
weakh (as may be evinced by the Context) 
ttr which Chriſt came, as was forcto!d by his 
Prophets 3 in which time alfo the Spirit was 
porred out in miracyfous gifts and operations, 
as a teftimony that the Meſſias was come. The 
Holy Spirit in the effe&s of it in theſe :extra- 
ordinary gifts and operations , 1s callcd the 
teftifying of Chriſt, or the witneſs which ke 
bore touching his being the true Mefi..þ and 
Saviour of the world, Fohn 15. 26, 27. But 
when'he,the Comforteriis come -- even the 
Spirit of Truth —he ſhall teſtifie of me 3 
and-ye alſo (Apoſtles) ſhall beax witneſs, be- 
caufe ye ye havebcen with me from the begin- 
ning. And again, 1 Foh# 5. 6. This is he that 
came by water and blood=— and it is the 
Spirit that beareth witzeſs, becauſe the Spirit 
is truth. oh 16. 8. And when he (the Com- 
forter) #4 come, he will convince the world of 
fin, beranſe they believe not on me, ſaith Chriſt, 
of Righteouſneſs, becauſe 1 go to my Father, 
(was taken up into heaven) and of Judgment, 
becauſe the Prince of this world is judged : the, 
Devit dethroned and catt down, as he was 
when the' Mouths of his Oracles were Kop- 
ped, and the Ido--Femplcs ſhut up, and his 
Kingdom and Rule demoliſh cd by the preach- 
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ing of the Goſpel among the Heathen, accom+ 


' panied with theſe Miraculous Effes of the 


pirit , which bore down all before it, as it 
were 3 and therefore this is called the Demon+ 
ration of the Spirit and Power ;, as oppoſed| 
to Humane Oratory among Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, and the way of Humane Demonltra-/ 
tion, 1 Cor. 2: 44 This wonderful effuſion 0 
the Spirit in miraculous Gifts, was that Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit we read of, which you with 
ſome others, have in theſe days, vainly pre- 
tended to under another. Notion , of being 
baptized with the Spirit. But if you will but 
compare Mat. 3- 11. aud As 1. 5. with A. 
2. 3, 4+ and 11+ 15, 16. you may eaſily diſcern 
your Error in applying it to any thing but to 
thatextraordinary and. miraculous cffution of 
the Spirit, | 
| By all this you may ſee how one Scripture 
falls in with, and explains another, it you 
will but take hold of a right Notion of the 
end for which the plentiful effuſion of the Spi- 
Tit was foretold and promiſed. Which was 
not to guide all Chriſtians by its inward moti- 
ons without outward teaching, bur to enable 
ſome to teach the right Faith and Life to 0- 
. hers, even to thoſe of other Tongues, in 
their own Languages and to confirm their 
Dodtine thereby, and by other operations of 
the Spirit to be fram God. 
And 
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And theſe extraordidary effeds of the Spi+ 


yit were greatly neceſſary to accompany the 


firſt promulgation and planting of the Goſpel 
in the world, to procure credit to it, belief of 
it from the Fews, who otherwiſe would: not 
have been taken off from their old way of | Le- 
vitical & Ceremonial worſhip,which they had 
received from God : and from the Gentile- 
Nations, who otherwiſe would not have been 
taken off from their Idolatrous and Superſti- 
tious way of Worſhip in which they had been 
deeply rooted by long and ancient Tradition, 
received from their Forcfatherss And there- 
fore St. Paul faith, as was obſerved before, 
that Tongues, that is, the gift of ſpeaking 
divers Tongues on a ſudden, are « fign, not to 
them that believe, but to them that believe not 5 
I Cor. 14+ 22, As the giving of the Law 'by 
Moſes , was accompanied with Signs and 
Wonders which were wrought by Moſes, both 
before and after the firſt promulgation of it, 
to procure belief from the Fews, that he was 
ſenc of God, and that the Law given by hin, 

was from God : Soit was as neceſſary that 
the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel by the 
Son of God himſelt, and by thoſe that were 
immediately ſent by him, thould be, for the 
ſame reaſon, accompanied with more and 
greater Miracles and Wonders , than thoſe 
wrought by Moſes were as Chrift himſelf 
was 


(s#) | 
was greater thai Moſes 3 and as the abrogati- 
on. of the Old; and the giving of the New 
Law, was more than' the giving of the Law 
only, when there was no promulgate Law 
before in being.» And therefore our Saviour 
Gid of the Fews: that would not receive his 
DoGrine, but ſtill tuck to the Letter of the 
Law of Maſes 3 Thad not done among them 
the works which noe orber man bath done, they 
had not had fm, John 15. 244 And as ct was 
not necef{ary to continue thoſe or the like Mi- 
racks and Wonders imthe Fewiſh Church, af- 
ter the Law had been! well eſtabliſhed by them; 
but: that the Law bemg. once- committed to 
writing, might be, as it was, their ſtanding 
Rule of Worftip and Converſation': Even ſo 
after the Goſpel had received a fufficient atte- 
ſtation to be from:God,, by the contininance of 
thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Church for ſome: time, till the Doctrine 
and Hiſtory of the Goſpel were committed to 
writing, and thoſe Writings owned as Au- 
thentick Records every where by the Church, 
m all known parts-of the world; it was then 
no more neceſſary, as the event ſhews, to per- 
petuate Miracles in the Chriſtian Church, for 
the:contirmation of the Goſpel, than' it was 
to perpetuate them in the Fewiſh,, for the-ra- 
tification of the Law 3 but that the -DoQrine 
and Hiſtory of the Goſpel in: Books of the 
New 
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New Teftament,ſhould be of like uſe to Chri- 
fttans, as the Law and Prophets in Books was 
to the Fews of old. | 

The Prophets of old , who though they 
were extraordinarily infpired, did all atong, 
in their time, call the Fews to obedicnce to the 
written Law of Moſes, and to Repentance for 
tranſ{prefling that. And when propheſying in 
this ſence, was to ceaſe from among them, 
for ſeveral Ages, God by Mulachy, the laſt of 
thoſe Prophets, gave it in charge to that Peo- 
ple, to remember the written Law of Moſer, 
as that by which they were to. govern them- 
ſelves. Remember, ſaith hc, the Law of Mo- 
fes my Servant, which I commanded bim in Ho- 
reb for all 1ſrael, with the Statutes and Fndg- 
ments, Mal. 4. 4. 

And it was foxetold by Moſer, concerning 
Chriſt,” that a Prophet ſhould be railcd up by 
God, like unto him, Dext. 18. 15, 18. And 
although Chriſt that Prophet was «like unto 
Moſes m many other things wherein our Eord 
excelled him, yet he was truly like unto him 
in this, viz. in that he as Mediator, gave forth 
the Evangelical Law at his Appearance in the 
world, as that which was to be the ſtanding 
Rule unto Chriſtians throughout the whole 
duration 'of the Kingdom of the Meſſias 3 as 
Moſes, whoalſo was a Mediator in thac re- 
ftpc, had delivercd a ſtanding, Law to the 


Fews, 


(60) | 
-_ by which they were to govern them- 

| ves throughout their Generations, and the 

Adminiſtration of the Moſazcal Covenant. 

By what hath been ſaid touching the plen- 
tiful effuſion of the Spirit upon the firſt ſet- 
ting, out of the Goſpel into the. world, you 
may ſee (if Prejudice do not blindfold you ) 
that what was done in that kind, is fo far 
from giving any countenance to your Opinion 
of the Spirits being given to teach men imme- 
diately by internal Illmination and Operation, 
without outward Miniſtry and Teaching,that 
it is an evident: proof of the quite contra- 
ry. For the Spirit was thus given to the A- 
poltles and others, that they might propagate 
the Chriſtian Faith in the world, being ena- 
bled thereby ro make it known to them of o» 
ther Languages, in their own Tongues, and 
to embolden them to run all hazards in (o do- 
ing (for they being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſpake the Word of God' with all boldneſs, 
Aﬀis 4.31.) And likewiſe to convince the 
World that Chrilt and his Apoſiles, and their 
Dodtrine, were all from God. All which 
was done by Vocal Teaching, and Viſible 
Signs, not excluding the Inward Aſſiſtance of 
divineGrace: All which would have been need- 
leſs, if God had choſen to teach men by the 
Light of Chriſt within only, as you ſpeak. So 
that either your Enthukialtical Notion over- 

| , throws 
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throws God's Method of proceeding to feach 
men the Chriſtian Religion, or clſe his Me- 
thod overthrows your Notion 3 for doubtlefs 
they are contrary one to another 3 and whe- 
ther by be better to follow God or man, judge 
you! 

$ 15. Another place miſunderſtood and 
miſapplied. by you, is, Fobn 16. 13. When the 
Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you into 
all Truth. Which is not a Promiſe of fend- 
ingthe Spirit-to guide all Chriſtians by its im- 
mediate motians3. but a Promiſe to nis Apo- 
files 3, fox they only were then preſent with 
Chriſt at the Paſſeover, juſt before his Appre- 
henfion and Suffering« { Ii Þ 

And this, and other like Promiſes of ſend- 
ing the Spirit, were made to them, to encou- 
rage them the better to bear his departure 
trom chem 3 giving them to know thereby , 
how they ſhould be enabled when he ſhould be 
taken from them, to carry on the great work 
ot Apolileſhip, to which he had choſen them. 
And this he did, firſt by giving them to un+ 
derſtand that this Spiritſhould bring all things 
to their remembrance which he had ſpoken 
unto them while he was yet with them- 
2e That this Spirit of his ſhould | reach 


,them all chings in which Chriſt himſelt had 


not inſtructed them while he was with them, 
inaſmuch as they were not then able to 0 
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them. '$3- That :this Spirit (to wit, in his 
Miraculous Gifts) ſhould concur with them 
in teſtifying of Chrift, Fobn 14. 26. But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy. Ghoſt, whom the 
Father will ſen4 in my Name; be ſhall bring all 
things to your remembrance whatſoever Thave 
ſaid iento you, John 16. 12, 13- T have yet ma- 
ny #bings. to ſay unto you, but ye catnot bear 
them. now : Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of 
Truth is come, he will guide you into all Truth, 
and he will ſhew yau things to come. Chap. 14. 
26-. He ſhall teach you all things.' Chap. 15-26, 
[27+ But when the Comforter is come, whom I 
-will' fend unts you from the Father, be ſhall 
teſtifie of me \ and ye alſo ſhall bear: witneſs, be- 
b<- 'ye bave been with me from the beginning. 
 Thisagrees exactly-withwhat he faid again to 
thematter he was riſen, Ads 1.8. Ye ſhall re. 
cetve power after that the Holy Ghoſt is come np- 
on you, and ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, &c. 
And that thefe Predictionsand Promiſes of 
fending the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoliles,the 
better to qualitie them for their greve Work, 
and Office, began to be made pood to them in 
 thoſe:extraordinary Gifts whichiwere poured 
out on them-on the'day of Peytecoft, and that 
Chriſt's Prediction of the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt did refer to that, appears by what Sf. 
Peter ſaid in his Sermon upon that occaſion , 
Ar 2.33, Therefore being by the right hand A 
07; 
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God exalted, gud having received of the Father 
the promiſe of' the, Holy Ghoſt, be hath ſhed forth 
this which ye How ſee and bear, the Spirit in 
its ſenſible cffe&s. Compare herewith AG 
1-4, 5» Wait fot the Promi e of the Father,which, 
faith he,( Feſus)which ye have | heard of me }-» 
ye ſhall be baptized with ibe Holy Ghoſt nor ma+ 
ty days bence.The giving of the Spirit rhug,was 
potty reſerved for the honour and evi- 
dence of Chriſt's Exaltation in Glory 3 but the 
Spirit to ſanike, was given before : The Hb. 
ly Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe Feſus w.# no 
Jet glorified, John 7: 39: 2 | 

ut the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt to theſe 
ends, is greatly remote from the end you'af- 
lign thereof, as hath alſo been ſhewn before; 
and which you may caſily fee by what hath 
been here repreſented to yaqu, it the Light 
Which was once in'you, be not become Dark+- 
. neſs. Your applying Promiſes, as it madg 
to all Chriſtians as Chriſtians, and to common 
and ordinary caſes, which were made to the 
Apollles only, ' or to. them and ſome others in 
extraordinary caſes, peculiar to, pertons ex- 
traordinarily, qualified , and extraordinarily 
{ent, hath led. you and ſome others into ver 
dangerous crroxs ,, that have made very ba 
work inthe Church of God.' | | 

$ 16, Another abs Gan which you arc 


wont frequently to produce in defence of this 
t Opinion 
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Opinion of yours,touching the Spirits inward 
Teaching without ourward Teaching by man, 
Is, I Jabs 2. 20» But ye bave an Unition from 
the Holy One, and ye know all things. And a- 
gain, vere 27. But the Anointing which ye bave 
received of him, abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you but as the ſame . 
Amwinting teacheth you of all things , and is 
Truth, and is no Lie and even as it bath taught 
you, ye ſhall abide in him. 

' Whatever the right ſence of this Scripture 
5, *tis certain your Notion of the Holy Spi- 
rit's teaching men (that live under the Goſpel, 
as thoſe did to whom theſe words were writ- 
ten): whatever they ought to believe and do 
without any outward Teaching by Speech or 
Writing, cannot he the ſence of it 3 becauſe 
ſuch a the place is: inconſiſtent with 
what is manifeſtly proved in my Propoſitions 
before laid down 3 and becauſe it would ren- 
der the deſign of St. Foby in this Epiſtle and 
other Writings of his, needleſs, in which he 
Jabours to ſettle and firmly eftabliſh the Chri- 
ſtans in the Belief and Pra&tice of what they 
had heard, and by hearing had been taughc 
from the beginning, againſt all Temptations 
to Apoltacy from, or Looſheſs in the Profeſſi- 
on of Chriſtianity. But if we conſider upon 
what. occaſion theſe words are here brought 
in, and compare themalſo with what we find 
in 
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' in ſome other Scriptures,it wilbbe no hard mat- 
ter to, underſtand the Apoſtles ſcope in them. 
He had ob(ervedtothetn in the. 18, v. that 
evcn then there were many Antichriſts. And in 
ver. 19. that they , thoſe many Antichrifts , 
went out from them : And his ſcope in the reſt 
of the Chap. : is'to fortity and antidote them 
againſt the poyſonous. ptetenſions of thoſe An- 
tichriſts, who as he deſcribes them in ver. 
22, did deny that Feſus was the Chrig: That 
this was here his ſcope and deſign :, appears by 
vere. 26. where he ſaith, theſe things bave I 
written unto you concerning thoſe that ſedxce you. 
Now the means he makes uſe of to preterve 
them under this danger 3; and to eſtabliſh them, 
is by-putting them in remembrance by what 
"means they at the tirſt came to be perſwaded of 
the truth of that Doctrine, by which they were 
taught chat! Feſes is the Chriſt, and that was 
by pouring out the Holy-Ghoſt in viſible et- 
teas upon the Apoliles that taught it,and upon 
thoſe that believed it ,' and conſequently upon 
themſelves, by -which the truth of it was abun- 
dantly confirmed to them 35s coming fromGod. 
For- that doubtleſs is meant by the anointin 
here ſpoken of. Feſws Chriſt himſelf in reſpes 
of the Spirit of glory that appeared in him by 
his Do&rine and Miracles,was (aid to be anoint- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt and with power, AQ, 10. 
38. As it was foretold by Iſazab the Propher, 
| E ſay- 
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faying,'the Fpirit of the Lord is _— becauſe 
be hath anointed'me to preach rofpel 10 the 
Poor, Iſa. 61. 1. Luke 4. 18. and fo in like 
manner the pouring.out of the Holy 'Ghoſt in 
miraculousgifts , both. upon the Apoſiles and 
belicvers for the confirmation of the Doctrine 
the one preached, and the other-belioved , is 
elſewhere called, their'being anomrted by God , 
as here alſo it is called the Union of the holy 
one, whith is the fatne:thing 2 Cor. 2+ '21, 22. 
Now he that eftabliſh#th us with you axto-Obrift , 
and hath anointed us, i+:God > who bavh alſo ſeal- 
ed us, and given the earneſt of #be Spirit in our 
bearts. By this it appears that : Apoftles 
and other believers'were eſtabliſhed imtoChriſt 
by the anointing of God upon them, wkich 
anointing was his pouring ouc-of the holy Spi- 
, rit. Te have au niflion from the Holy one., and 
ye know allthings. Not that'by chis 'Unttion 
the common Chriſtians 'were immediarely-in- 
ſfpircd with the knowledge of allrruths, but 
that by it they were aſſured of 'thetruth of all 
things which the Apoſtles had taught them 
and conſequently muſt needs know thereby 
that Jeſus was the Chriſt, becauſe'that was one 
of the principal Do&rines which they taught , 
and taught all they did teach -inthe.name of 
him as ſuch. As they were induced atithe firft 
to believe the Do@trine to be:from God,:be- 
eauſe they perceived the anointing of God » 
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be upon them that preached it 3 ſo they were 
afterwards confirmed jn the truth of it, becaaſe 
upon their receiving of it , they themſelves al- 
ſo received of the ſame anointing.* It is not 
ſaid' that this anointing did teach them all 
things, but thatit did teach them | of } all 
things.that is,of, or concekning the truth of all 
things which it was a witneſs or evidence asl 
have ſhewed it whs to the Apoſtles DoGrine 
from Heb.2. 4- 5. Mar. 16.20-and other places. 

When then this Apoſile ſays ye have an Un- 

- tion from the holy one , and ye know all 
things ; he did not intend thereby to tell them 
that all things they were to belive and do, 
were revealed to them by it, but that the Do- 
Arine by which they were taught all things 
neceflary to their ſalvation , was thereby atte- 
fted to be from God , appears evidently by that 
which he perſwades.them to by it in v. 24. and 
that was that the DoAtrine which they had 
heard from the beginning , might therefore be 
zetained and held faſt by them that had been (ſo 
ratiticd and confirmed to them by the Union 
they had from the Holy one. Let that therefore 
abide in you which you have heard from the be- 
genning : if that which ye have beard from the be- 
ginning ſhall remain ix you, ye alſo ſhall continue 
in the Son and in the Father. Agreeable to 
what he ſays alſo inhis ſecond Epiſtle verſe 9. 
He ebat abideth in = Deodrine of Chriſt , - 
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hath both the Father and the Son. And therefore 
when he ſays again, yegreed not vhat any man 
teach you, but as the fame anointing teacheth you 
of all things and is trath, and is no lies he 
doth not thereby mean that they needed no 
farther teaching by man for their eſtabliſhment 
and building up in the Faith : for ifhe had, he 
had contradicted himſelf in what he was now 
doing in this Chap. and all _ in this Epiftle. 
And therefore his meaning muſt be, that they 
needed not from him or any other man, any 
teaching that could,or could reaſonably pretend 
to give them greater afſurance of any thing, 
than that anointing gave them of . Feſus his 
being the Chriſt, ns. of the truth of that Do- 
&rine which they chad heard from the begin= 
ning : for that anointing ſaith he, is truth and 
1510 lie, but ſuch as could not deceive them. , 
it being God?s: witneſs from Heaven. And 
from-thence concludes , ſaying, that as it hath 
taught you, iye ſhall abide in him. As if he 
ſhould have faid : as this anointing did at the 
frſt prevail with you to receive F ſus as the 
true Meſfas 3 ſo for the ſame cauſe I am contt- 
you will ( as you have the greateſt reaſon). ſtill 
abide in him , corwickfacding all pretences of - 
Seducers to take you off. ; 
This then being the ſcope and drift of the 
Apolile in this place,to which the ſeveral ex- 


preTions here uſed are accommodated , and by 
which 
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which they are to be interpreted and under- 
ſtood, how [I pray you will you find your opi- 
nion here,of the Spirits inward teaching of all 
things without any outward teaching ? You 
are wont to ſay that the Scriptures are not to 
be under{tood but by the ſame Spirit that gave 
them forth- And the Spirit doubtleſs is not 
wanting to aſſiſt the fincere endeavours of men 
in ſearching after the ſence of the Scrip- 
tures in order to praftice, Bur truly if we 
ſhould judge of mens having the Spirit by their 
underſtanding the Scriptures, I think there 
would be as little reaſon to think you have the 
Spirit ,-as;any ſort of men that have read the 
Scriptures , for doubtleſs there are ſcarce any 
ſort of men ifany at all, that do more groſly 
miſunderſtand and miſapply , and fo abuſe the 
Scriptures , than you do, and that under the 
greateſt confidence too of being guided in your 
ſence and notions of them by the Spirit of 
God. You take the ſound of. words in Scrip- 
ture, which, as you fancy, comport with your 
notions and opinions:, and then apply them to 
your purpoſe , and then are conhdent the Ho- 
ly Spirit hath guided you therein. When-as 
alas you do not underſtand the intent or deſign 
. of the Writer in the places where ſuch expre- 
flions are , no nor, as is tobe feared , do you 
make it your buſineſs to underſtand it,but think 
your bafineſs is rather to (it ſtil} and to expect 
Tax the 
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the immediate teachings of the Spirit, and then 
conclude your conceptions which firſt- offer 
theimſelyes to you , to be his teachings. And 
of the other hand conclude all rational oppoſi- 
tion that is made againft you by ſuch as have 
taken pains to conſider the fcope and coherence 
of Scripture, to be the ifſues of fleſhly wiſdom 
and carnal reaſon, So that I know not which 
is more to be pitied , your ignorance or your 
confidence ; but certain it is that you are to 
be pittied for both. | 
It is obſcryable that when Solomoy (a man 
wiſer in his generation than any of you are in 
yours) had a promife from God of being made 
wiſe above al] that were before him , did not 
therefore think himſelf unconcerned in hbour 
and diligent ſearch to attain it, but ſaid, [gave 
my heart to ſeek and ſearch out by wiſdome concer- 
ning all things that gre done under beaven'# this 
ſore travel, ſaith he , 'bath God given to the Sons 
of men to be exerciſed therewith , Ecclel. 1. 13. 
And as he faith the blefling of the Lord maketh 
rich,in one place 3 ſo he Gith the diligent hand 
maketh rich, in another, from which may fair- 
ly be colle&cd , that the blefling of God in the 
iligent uſe of due means , is the way to pro- 
ſper in the world. And it isas true in the 
courſe of attaining ta fpiritual riches in 
underſtanding and grace , as it is in temperals. 
And thicrefore he faith again in a to 
: Fhat 2 
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that :. if thox cryeſt after knowledge and lifieſt-np 
thy voice far nnderflanding : if thou ſeekeſt hey as 
filver, and ſearcheſt for ber as for hid Treaſures : 
then ſhalt thow underſtand the fear of the Lord and 
find the haomledge of God , for the Lord ginerh 
wiſdome : out of bis mouth proceedeth _— 
and underſtanding : that is he gives fuch wiſ- 
dome unto men uſually upon thoſe terms fore- 
mentioned, Prov. 2, 3, 4 5 6+ 
But your rave notions. like FacodsVenifon,arc 
uſually too ſoon&too eaſily come by tobe right. 
$. 17. But becauſe 1 would not be too te- 
dious, I ſhall}, I thiak in reference to the buli- 
neſs im hand, confider but one or two places 
of Scripture more , at which you ſtumble; un- 
leſs others fall in upon occaſion of gifcuffing 
thoſe. And one of them is, Rom. $8. 14. As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, vbey are the 
Sons of Gid. And you ſuppoſe this comports 
with your wild notion of mens being guided by 
the internal teachings of the Spirit , without 
outward teaching. But why I pray you with- 
out outward teaching ? Do you not know that 
the whole Goſpel preached by Chriſt and his 
Apoſiles, and afterwards written , is the Iffac 
or produd of the Spirit ? Is not all the Holy 
Scriptzre given by ixſpiration of God ? Did not 
the holy men of old (the Prophets) ſpeuk and 
write as they were moved by tbe Holy Ghoft? and 
do not you your ſelves ſay that the Scriptures 
E 4 cannda 
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canndt be underſtood but by the ſame Spirit that - 
gave them forth ? by which you ſuppoſe and 
grant that they were given forth by the Spirit. 
And for what end did theHoly Spirit inſpire the 
Apoſiles firſt to preach , andafter that to write 
the Holy Dotrine of the Goſpel , but to teach 
men thereby what to beleive: and how to live 
that they might be ſaved ? And if fo, are not 
all thoſe who are led and guided by this Goſpel 
which js the Dodtrine of the Holy Spirit, led 
by the Spirit of God ?- 

"There's no doubt but that the Spirit by its 
inward operations upon the minds of men doth 
concur with that teaching of his which is from 
without by the Scriptures, and by men from 
the Scriptures. But methinks it's wonderful ! 
I mean wonderfully abſurd that you ſhould di- 
vide the Spirits teaching and leading , and op- 
poſe his inward to his outward teaching» 
Whereas the Lord hath declared expreſly that 
his word outwardly, and Spirit ſhall be ſo con- 
joyned in carrying on his deſign of grace to- 
.wards the world under the Goſpel, as that they 
ſhall never be ſeparated, 1ſa, 59. 21. Ars for me 
#his is my Covenant with them. ſaith the Lord, my 
Spirit that is upon thee and my words which I 
have put in thy mouth , ſhall not depart out of 
thy mouth,nor out of the mouth of thy Seed , 
nor out of the of mouth thySceds Sced,ſaith the 
Loxd,from hence forth and for ever,(Prov.123.) 

| By 
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By which and by other Scriptures , I know aſ- 
ſuredly that whatever inward teaching by the 
Spirit you pretend to, yet the Holy Spirit ne- 
ver taught you to believe or to ſay that the Spi- 
rits inward teaching only,without any outward 
teaching, by the Scriptures or by men, is the 
rule of Faith and Practice, whatever other Spi- 
rit it is that taught it you , the which it con. 
cerns you fnore than me to exanyine. * For the 
Spirit having faid thus much by this holy man 
of God in this Place ( for he as all other Pro- 
phets ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt) I am ſure he hath faid nothing to the 
contrary in any otherz for the word that pro- 
ceeds from the Spirit of truth, #5 xot yea and 
#ay- 

| "When St. Pal ſaid, Gal. 5. 18. if ye are 
led by the Spirit ye are not under the Law ; he 
did not mean,if they were led by the inward 
guidance of the Spirit without the outward 
conduct of the Goſpel, but under the word 
Spirit here, he oppoſeth the Goſpel to the Law. 
And his meaning was, that if rhey gave up 
' themſelves to the condud of the Spirit by the 
Goſpel , they ſhould 'not need to make conſci- 
ence ſtill of the Ceremonies of Moſes s Law,as 
Circumciſion or the like, as ſome among them 
did, from which he had been dehorttng them 
in the begining of this Chapter. 


This 
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This Goſpel is called the Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Chriſt Feſus, which frees thoſe that walk 
after it, and not after the Fleſh , from the Law 
of Sin and Death, Rom. $. 1,2. And where 
this Goſpel is received into the heart ſo as that 
it is predominant) there , there Chriſt dwells 
and the Spirit dwells by that word of the Go- 
ſpel. And thus Chrift :s in men the hope of Glo- 

: and thus Chriſt dwells in the begrt by Faith, 
by Faith in his word : and thoſe live and walk 
in the Light, that live and walk according to 
this word : and thus they abide in Chrift , that | 
have his word abiding in them : and thoſe that 


abide in the Dofirine of Chriſt , have both the | 


Father and the Son: and they ave Pony mind- 
ed, whoſe minds are powerfully influenced by 
the Goſpel: and they refiſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
who reſiſt that word which hath been declared 
by motion and inſpiration from him : So in- 
ſeparable are the Word and Spirit in the con- 
duct of Chriſtians to happineſs. 

St. Paul exhorted the Epheſians to be filled 
with the Spirit. in order to their ſpeaking to 
themſelves in Palms , and Hymnes and Spiri- 
tual Songs, Eph. 5. 18, 19. and the Coloſſians 
that they would let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
them richly , in order to the ſame end, Col. 3. 
16, From both which paſſages compared it 
appears, that the Word of Chriſt which is the 
Goſpel, and the Spirit, do concur and co- ope- 
rate 
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rate in "4 the ſame Spiritual cfes in 
men: Yea, it ſeems they are {o unanimous in 
their operation in reference hereto, that when 
but one is named', the other is to be under- 
ood 3 orelſe that the variation of expreflion, 
1s but another word for the ſame thing. 

Theſe things being fo plain throughout the 
current of the Setiptures 3 your bold and con- 
hdent affertion to the contrary , diſcovers your 
very great unskilfulneſs in the nature of the 
Evangelical Diſpenfation , and .your utter in- 
ſufficiency and unfitneſs to take upon you to 
teach others , and that ygu need rather your 
{elves to be taught of& ficlt principles of the 
Dodrine of Chriſt. | 

6. 18. Heb. $. 10, 11. is another place 
which you would conſtrain to ferve your turn, 
and to make it evident that under the New Co- 
venant , God himſelf doth fo inwardly teach 
men and write his Laws in their hearts, that 
they need no outward teaching what to believe 
or do, by any other means: becauſe it is there 
{zid, I will pat or give my Laws into thein minds 
and write them in their bearts : andthey ſhall 
108 teach every man bis Neighbour, and every man 
bis Brother, ſaying , know the Lord > for all 
ſhall know me from the leaſt to the greateſt: But 
when you can but obtain of your ſelves ſeri- 
ouſly and impartially to conſider for what end 
God hath ſet in his Church tirit Apoſtles , _ 
then 
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then Paſtors and Teachers , if not to teach men 
what to know , believe and do that they may 
be aved ; I doubt not but you will then find 
3t neceſſary to underſtand this place of Scrip- 
ture ſo as that it may not run counter to, and 
contradict the whole current of Scripture, elſe- 
'where 3 as it will if your ſence of it take place, 
asI havcalready ſhewed at large. And there- 
"fore ſeeing your ſence of it cannot ſtand unleſs 
the general teſtimony. of theScriptures fall;ano- 
- ſence of it muſt of neceſſity be accepted 
Ols 

Theſe words. then as noting the diffe- 
rence of the ſecond Covenant from the firſt , 
are a form of ſpeech to ſet forth after a 
rhetorical way, how plainly and eaſily to 
| be underſtood, the mind of God touching | 
the Salvation of men, ſhall be revealed and 
made known under the Goſpel, in compariſon 
of what it was before. Before and under the 
old Covenant it was but obſcurely made 
known by dark Propheſies, ( which are there- 
' fore "ſaid to be a light ſhining in a dark place, 
2, Pet. 1. 19. _) and under types and figures | 
and literal repreſentations, ſo that the Chil- | 
dren of Iſrael could not ſee to the end of thoſe | 
things which are now aboliſhed : they could 
rarely and not without much difficulty and 
uncertainty,if at all, underſtand the end or de- 


ſign of them, or what was ſignified by _ | 
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till the Goſpel came and revealed-thern. And 
therefore St. Paul ſaith, before Faith came, we 
were kept under the Law, ſp#t wp unto the 
Faich, which ſhould afterwards be revealed, Gal. 
3. 23- So that by all the teaching they had 
though there were Precept upon Precept, Pre- 
cept upon Precept,. Line upon Line, Line up- 
on Line, here alittle and there a little, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks',- yet they had and could have 
but a dim and very imperfe& ſight and know- 
ledge of what is now revealcd in the Goſpel. 
And therefore its:faid of the Prophets them- 
ſelves , -who- having their prediQtions by im- 


_ mediate revelation. from God , were like to 


know more in this kind than any other in 
thoſe tirnes, yet its ſaid of them that when they 
Prophefied of the Grace that ſhould come to 
them that are under the Goſpel, though they 
enquired diligently what as well as what manner 
of 1ime the Spirit of Chriſt which was in thens 
did ſignifie, when it teſtified before hand the ſuf- 
Ferings of Chrift and the glory that ſhould follow, 
yet I ſay *cis ſaid of them, that not wnto them- 
ſelves but unto ns they did Miniſter .the things 
which are _ by them that bave preached the 
Goſpel, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from hea- 
ven, I+ Pet. 1. 10, 11,12» Inthis reſpe& it 
wasSſaid, though none of the Prophets were 
greater than Fob the - Baprift , yet the lealt 
1m 
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' in the Kingdom of God is ter than' he, 
This was is Caſe they. =” 

But now: by the Goſpel the 'way of Salva- 
tion by Chriſt,and the terms-and conditionsup- 
on' which itis promiſed, are ſo nakedly,plainly 
and-clearly revealed, and fitted to mens under- 
ſtandings and {capacities , that ſo much as is 
neceſlary to Salvation , may very cafily be un- 
derſtood by perſons of very ordinary and com- 
rfiOn capacities, 'and without much ceaching} as 
appears by thoſe that were converted and bap- 
rived (as the Jaylorand his Houſhold, and che 
thece thoufatrd in; Js 2. ) with little teaching; 
Upon account of which: clear revelation, its 
Gid, we all with open face behold as if) a Glaſs 
the'Glory of the Lord : the Glory cf his Wilſ- 
dome, Goodneſs, Grace and Mercy, in the way 
of Salvation now exhibited in the Goſpel, 2. 
Cor. 3. 18. Upon-accountof this difference it 
is 1 concewe that St. Fobn (aith; zbe darkneſs is 
paſt , and the »rxe Light now frinerh, 1 Joh. 
2. 8 


Beſides, the 'Laws and terms of the New 
Covenant, are not only fitted to the under- 
Rtandings and capacities of all ſorts of perſons 
by the . plainneſs of the Revelation of them 
but are ſuch alfo in-the very nature of them as 
that they commend'themſelves to every mans 
acceptation andchoice , and are every whit as 
worthy to be embraced by their wills , as they 
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are eakie to be underſtood by the xeaſon of their 
minds. 


A great part of the Laws of the Old Cove- 
nant which were but figurative of the terms of 
the New, bad lictle or nothing io them-to com- 
mend themſelves to mens acceptation and 
choice, {Þ long as their Symbolical nature was 
not underſtood , fave 'whet the authority of 
God iy commanding them gave them. Cix- 
cumcilion , Sacrificing , legal- wathings , and 
Puzifications and the like, werc in St. Paxls ac- 
count but beggarly Elements when the com- 
mand of God tor the obſervation of them, was 
taken off; , And not only {o, but they were a 
Yoke ,-which as St. Peter aid, neither we nor 
our Fathers were able to bear a Yoke of Bon- 
dageas St. Pax calls them. Whereas moſt of 
the Precepts. of the Goſpel, the things com- 
manded there , are deſirable in themſelves, if 
they had not been commanded by a promulgate 
Law.: Tolove:and worſhip God 3 to repent of 
that which hath been il] done, to be ſober,chaſt, . 
and temperate : todo to others as we would be 
done to our {clues in point of cquity ,  tidelity 
and charity : to be. humble and meek , paticnt 
and contented , and the like, are things that 
tend to.the-peace and ſatisfaction of the minde; 
to the health of the body+and long lite, to a 
mans Credit,Reputation, and thriving in the 
World, and.to the good of huma a Socket 4 
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befides their certain relation-to a fiiture happy 


State. And there is no man that as accord- 


iog to' the beſt reaſon'of his minde, but would 


chuſe theſe things though you ſhould ſuppoſe 


hitn under no expreſs 'coimmand to do it, and 
though there were no Heaven promiſed or Hell 
threatened: Put when you conſider the great 
reward-in another Wotld that is prothiſed to a 
faithful obſervance'of the Laws of Chriſt and 
ro a belief in him's and the dreadful threat- 
nings againſt ſuch as deſpiſe and negle& them, 
it makes them yer far more deſirable and cligi- 
ble ; becauſe as' it is natural for every man to 
deſire the happineſs and perfection of his own 


being, ſo it is agreeable to the higheſt reaſon in - 


man to chuſe the means that tend thereto, and 
ſach'is our obedience to the Goſpel: -And theſe 
rewards which are fuch mighty motives to 0- 
bedience, are. far more clearly revealed and 
brought into open'Eight by the Goſpel , than 


they were before ich makes the Goſpel _ | 
far more effeQtual to'perſwade to Holy Living ; 


than the Law could be. The- Lawv made no- 
thing perfeft , but the bringing in of a better hope 
did.by which we draw mgh unto God, Heb.7.19. 
Theſe two things forementioned then, the 
eafineſs of underſianding God's way and method 
' of Salvation from the plainneſs and fujneſs of 

, the revelation of it under the New Covenant , 
by which ir is fitted to every capacity, and the 
| innate 


| 


| 
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nnate goodneſs of the Laws thereof ,, ineonjun- 
dion with the promiſe of eternal Life made to 
the obſervance of them , by which they are al- 
ſo compleatly ficted to attract and draw mens 
wills to accept , embrace and chulſe them) theſe 
I fay are the things I conceive foretold in that 
Prophetic, Fer. 31. here' cited in Heb. 8. un- 
der thoſe expreſſions of God's putting,giving or 
conveying his Laws into the mind and writjng 
them in the heart , ſo that they ſhall not teach 
every man:his Neigbour, and every: man his 
Brother, &c. And whew'it is ſo ſaid, it is not 
then ſaid that they ſhall not be taught neither 
by 'Apofiles , Evangs elifts, Paſtors, or Tea- 
chers 3 i the nat teach every man his 
Neighbour every 'man his Brother. And 
—_ the Phraſt here uſed ſeem abſolute in 
yet it may 'well be underſtood: in aCom- 
Dn ſence, as other expeſſions in Scripture ; 
of 'like- nature ſometimes muſt be..' | As when 
its ſaid labewy not For the meat that /periſpeth, but 
for +Þ#t meat which endureth to everlaſting Life, 
Jolie” 6.426. The meaning hereof labour not, 
1s labour not ſo much. , And fo again 3 IT defi- 
red Mercy and not. Satrifice, Hoſ. 6+ 6:the mean- 
ing is, 1 defired.Mercy more than Sacrifice , or 
Sacrifice not ſo much'as Mercy. So again Eph. 
6-12, we wreſtle not with fleſh and blood, that 
is, not only or not ſomuch , but againſt Prin- 
cipalities , &'c. -And ſo here, when it is {aid 
F they 
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they ſhall not 3teach every man his Neighbour, 
&-c. The meaning may be that they (ſhall not 
{o much need to do it under the ſecond Cove- 
nant as under the firſt, But indeed the words 
and phaſe here uſed,ſeem to be a ſtrain of ele- 
gance oft uſed in Scriptures, when to ſet forth 
the greatne(s or great abundance: and plenty of 
things , expyeſſions are uſed improperly and 
hyperbolically in reference thereto , and ſo are 
not tobe underfiood properly, but figuratively. 
As when it is {aid mm xefexence to the ſame 
thing under the Goſpel with that I have been 
now ſpeaking of , That tbe Eartb ſhall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters co- 
wer #he$ea, Iſa. 11+ 9+ TIiſuppoſe you will not 
underſiand this in lugh;2,ſtrid ſenceas if It 
forcedld in Goſpd-times ,,'that there;ſhould.be 
no mare; knowledge. of God wanting, gn. the 
Earth; than there 5)baxeground- in the; 96a; 
or. that. David would have: the World -belicve 
that he did weep a River ».yea' Rivers ifall of 
Tears, when " ant hy ky yet 
Rivers of Tears, broauſe men keep not thy Laws i» 
Pſalm 4 19. or that St, No RFmhink w.aſirict 


ſence that: the world -could not Fray the 
au 


” books, if all the ſigns-which Feſ#s did, ſhould 
be written, Fob. 20. And if not , why ſhould 
you ſo-much as once imagine that theſe words 
of the: Prophet ſhould foretel, that under the 


New Covenant there ſhould be no need of 
teaching 
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teaching by mans Miniſtry, when the whole 
current of the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment both in precept and example, ſhew the 
contrary ? The words of the Prophet here,are 
only a predicion of the rich and plentiful 
means of Knowledge and Grace that was 
to be vouchſafed under the New Covenant 
more than under the Old. 
$. 19. One would think you have an aking 
Tooth againſt outward teaching , when you 
build ſach Caſtles in the Air -as ye do rather 
than none, to batter it down. Buthow comes 
ic fo pals that you ule it ſo much your ſelves, 
if there be no more need of it than you pres 
tend ? I know that which you alledge to ex- 
cuſe your ſelves in this ſeeming contradi&ion, 
is this , or to this effe. You Fay though men 
need not_ be taught by men what icis which 
they ought to know , believe and do, the light 
within teaching them this , and being a Rule 
to them in theſc|chings : yet in as much as men 
may and do rebel againſt this light, its neceſſa- 
ry to call upon and perſwade them to obey 
| It.. 
| But in this Plea you ſi.ppoſe for truth that: 
| which is a manifeſt, groſs, and moſt dange- 
rous and pernicious error, which is this : That 
it 1s not as well neceſſary to teach men by the 
Scriptures and by the Miniſtry of men, to know 
| . &belicve what is neceſſary to their ſalvation,zs 
| T9 it 
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it is to perſwade them todo what is neceſſary 
thereto. For contrary hereunto I have already 
proved , that for men that live under the Go- 
{pel, its neceſſary to their Salvation that they 
know and believe that Feſws is the Chriſt the 
Son of God , and Saviour of the World, and 
that remiſſion of tin is promiſed in his name to 
ſuch as repent- I have proved likewiſe-that 
theſe things cannot be known , but either by 
1mmediate revclation from God, or by inſtru- 


ion from them that have had ſuchRevelation, 


or by them whoſe knowledge thereof hath been 
derived down ſucceflively by outward teaching 
From the tirlt preachers of ſuch Do&trine. To 
which I will now add as followes. 

In the Apoſtles days the Converts that were 
then made ſuch , were brought to the know- 
ledge and belief of thoſe great Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith , fundamentally neceſſary to 
Salvation , by hearing the Word taught and 
the Scriptures opencd. This appears all along 
the Ads of the Apoſiles : In Chap. 2. when 
Peter had ſaid ver. 36+ Let all the Houſe of Iſ- 
rael know aſſuredly , that God hath made hat 
ſame Jeſus. whom ye crucified , both Lord and 
Chrijt : and had further (aid unto them ver. 38. 
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
Name of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins : 
then its ſaid ver. 41. then they that gladly re- 
ceived his Ward were baptized. And Chap. 12. 
But 
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But whin they believed Philip , Preaching the 
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt , they were baptized. And: 
Chap. 11, 13, 14. Send men to Joppa, and call 
for Simon whoſe ſirname is Peter 3 whs ſhall tell 
thee words , whcreby thou and all thy houſe 
ſhall be ſaved. Again Chap. 16. 31, 3?, 34+ 
They ſaid; believe on the Lord Feſws Chriſt and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy houſe: And they 
ſpake unto him the Word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his houſe : and he rejoyced be- 
lieving in God with all bis Houſe. And Chap. 17. 
2,3, 4 And Paxl,as his mauner was, went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days reaſoned 
with them out of the Scriptures, opening and 
alledging that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered 
and riſcn from the dead : and that this Feſwus 
whom [I preach unto you is Chritt. And ſame 
of them believed , ver. 11, 12. They received 
the Word with all readineſs of mind and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily whether thoſe 
chings were ſo, therefore many believed, Again 
Chap. 18. 8. And many of the Corinthians,bear- 
zng, believed and were baptized, v-r. 28. and 
he mightily convinc::d the Fews , and that pub- 
lickly , ſhewing by the Scriptzres that Feſus 
was Chriſt. And Chap. 26. 17, 18, To whom 
now I fend thee zo open their cyes, and to tura 
them from darkneſs to light. Alſo Chap. 28. 
23,24, To whom he expornded and teltitied 
T3 the 
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the Kingdom of God , perſwading them con- 
cerning Feſus, both out of the Law of Moſes 
and out of the Prophets, from morning till 
evening : aud ſome believed the things which - 
were ſpoken. By all theſe inſtances you ſee or 
may fcc in what way and by what means God 
brought men to know Chriſt , and to believe 
in him in the Apoſtles days under the higheſt 
Diſpenſation of Goſpel-light as ever ſhined up- 
on the World, The Apoſtles Commiſſion was 
togo and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father,and of the Son;and 
of the Holy Ghoſt : teaching them to obſerve 
all- things whatſoever he had commanded 
them, Mat. 28. They in purſuance of this', 
firſt taught the People to know and believe that 
Feſus was the Chriſt, and that remiſſion of ſins 
was granted in his Name to ſuch as believed, 
repented,and were baptized : and then they af- 
terwards inſtructed them in the particular du- 
ties of Holy living. 

Nothing can be plainer than that this was 
the way and method which God pitcht upon , ' 
and uſed in the Apoſtles days,to bring men to 
the knowledge and belict of what was nece(- 
ſary to their Salvation. And how you will ſa- 
tisfie the World or your ſelves either, that God 
a few years ago not heard of till then , hath 
altered his method , and that now he reveals 
theſe things to men without any ſuch teaching 


by 
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by the Scriptures and Miniftry of men, as in 
thoſe times he conſtantly uſed to do, I know 
not, nor as I believe you neither. 

But I pray you give an honeſt account to 
ſuch as are unſatisfied , for what reaſon it is 
that. you are fo zealous againſt teaching by 
men, when you have but ſuch thin pretences 
to ſapport your ſelves in ſo doing. Sap- 
poſe your error were the truth , and that God 
did by a light created in every man, ſufficiently 
teach them what they ought to believe and do : 
pray you what” hurt would accrue to men by 

ving the ſame things imparted to them by 
men from without , which they know and be- 
lieve already by a light within. Whgn St. Pe 
ter had occaſion to write to thoſe that were al- 
ready enlightened within (though not in your 
pretended way) he ſaid unto them, I will not 
be negligent to put you always in remembrance 
of theſe things, though ye know them and be 
eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, 2 Pet, 1, 12. 
And St. Fohn in his 1. Epiſt. 2. 21. I have 
not written unto you, becauſe ye know not the 
truth,but becauſe you know it, and that no lie 
is of the truth. And do not you your ſelves 
grant that the Light within'you witneſleth to 
that which is in the Scriptures, and that the 
Scriptures are as a Coppie of it ? Why then 
are you fo angry with them that teach the peo- 
ple from the Scriptures , thoſe truths which 
F 4 you 


(88) 
you gay the light within you witneſſeth to ? 
I would ye did not give too much. occaſion 
hereby to ſuſpe& your integrity > when you 
make ſuch ſad out-cryes agaiolt the publick 
Miniſtry, one as well as another without di- 
ſtincion, as you arc wont to do 3 when-as 
you canuot but know, if you know at all what 
they preach, that they teach the ſame Doctrine 
. in the main to the people , which the Apoſiles 
taught , and which is declared in the Scrip- 
tures, and fo the ſame which you ſay the Light 
within you witneſſeth to: And alſo that they 
teach the Peopel ,. that it is not. the hearing of 
this Doctrine preached to them, no uor yet 
the knowledge of it neither , will avail them 
to their Salvation , without receiving it into 
their hearts , or without. ſuch a belief of it as 
TfTaes it (elf in a frame of Spirit and tenour of 
Life and converſatioh , as is ſuitable to it. 
And if you know not this, and yet ſpeak evil 
of them for their preaching, as ſurmiſing 
worſe; you then make your ſelvesof the num- 
ber of thoſe ill men which Peter and Fude de- 
ſcribe, who ſpake evil of the things they know not, 

2, Pet. 2.12. Jude 10. | 
Beſides you apparently diſcover a very ill 
mind while: you ſcek to make them odious to 
the people by that which doth not at all make 
them ſo, ſave only in the opinion of thoſe 
whoſe minds are corrupted with prejudice 
4 againlt 
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againſt all teachers of Holy things as ſuch, or 
with Covetouſne(s,or Intereſt of a party 3 and 
that is their taking mony of the people where- 
with to fupport themſelves and Families 'in 
ſerving themin the dear concernments of theix - 
ſouls : And'therefore you ſtile them hirelings , 
ſuch as preach for hire , and'make a trade of 
it, and ſo make merchandize of mens fouls. 
Not confidering that in doing thus you re- 
proach the wiſdome of our Lord who hath 
ordained that thoſe that preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel, 1. Cor- 9. 14- and hath ſaid 
in reference hereto , that the Labourer is wor- 
thy of his bire, Luke 10. 7. and that ſuch as 
labour in the Word and Do@rine are wor- 
thy of double honour, 1. Tim. 5. 17+ that 
thoſe that are taught im the Word, ſhould com- 
municate to him that teacheth in all good 
things, Gal. 6. 6. And St. Panl ſaid of him- 
{elf that he robbed ather Churches taking wa- 
ges , that he might ſerve the Church of Corinth 
without charge z which he did only to take 
occaſion from the falſe Apoſtles, who fonght 
occaſion to blaſt the reputation of his Miniſtry 
upon occaſion of his taking mony 3 juſt as you 
do now by the Miniſters ot the Goſpel, 2. Cor. 
II. 8, I2, 13. And if youdoas they did, you 
will too much deſerve the ſame name they had. 

You think, it ſeems, you may compare them 
(as frequently you do) with the falſe Prophets 
and 
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and bad Prieſts of old; of whom it is faid that 
- the Prieſts did teach for hire, and the Prophets 
divine for mony- - But are you indeed ſo far 
forſaken of underſtanding as to think it was a 
crime in the Prieſts under the Law: to take mo- 
ny, .or moneys-worth, whereby to live to dif- 
charge their Office? You cannot but know 
what ample proviſion God made. for them, 
and accounted himſelf rob'd when their Tithes 
were detained and kept back from them 3 and 
therefore that could not be their-crirhe : But 
when--the people were wicked and. did not 
make conſcience of obſerving God's Laws, but 
broke them in keeping back the Tiches as well 
as in other things, the crime of the Prieſts com- 
plained of then, doubtleſs was that they taught 
the people corrupt Doctrine , ſuch as would 
pkaſe them , that they might thereby incline 
them to pay them their Tithes.God inMalachi's 
Propheſic complains of the people that they had 
d him in Tithes and Offerings , even the 
whole Nation. And then he complaines of 
the Prieſts alſo,ſaying, but ye are departed out 
of the way , ye have cauſed many to ftamble 
at the Law , ye have-corrupted the Covenant of 
Levi, faith the Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have 
I alſo made you contemptible and baſe before 
all the people , according as ye have not kept 
.my ways , but have been Partial in the Law. 
Mal. 2.'$. 9. And fothe falſe Prophets that 


ſaw 
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faw vanity and divined lies , ſaying thns ſaith 
the Lord God,;when the Lord had not ſpoken. And 
why did they ſo, but to get the peoples mony 
by pleaſing them in Propheſying peace to them; 
when the true Prophets prophefied of judg- 
ment , and were praſccuted for it ? Ezek-- 22+ 
25, 28. - : | 

Art are you ſure that all thoſe Miniſters that 
receive mony of the people as a reward of their 
Labours, whom you brand with res. 
for hire and divining for mony , are fuch aud 
do as thoſe Prieſts and Prophets did, for which 
they are ſo ſtigmatized ? And if you are not 
fure of it, as TI am ſure you are not nor can 
be: Then I pray you conſider how or which 
way you will quit your ſelves from being of the 
number of thoſe falſe aceuſers of whom St. 
Paul Prophefied ; as perſons that ſhould have 
a form of Godlinefs , and yet deny the power 
of it, by whom the times ſhould be mad peri- 
lous, 2 Tim. 3. 3+ 

*Tis poflible and too probable that there may 
be ſome who for worldly.and fleſhly reſpects , 
may greatly fall ſhort 'of a faichful diſcharge 
of their duty. towards the ſouls under their 
charge : and if there be any that by dawbing 
with uncempered Mortar , do betray then , I 
ara no advocate for ſuch 3 they ſhall bear their 
burden whoſoever they be. But if there be 
ſome ſach, how unreaſonable and unchriftian 
| is 
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is it, to: condemn the Righteous with: the 
Wicked, and to cenſure all for ſomes ſake! It 
looks as if the work and office it ſelt , were the 
eye-ſore to you , as much, if not more, than 
their miſcarriage irit. And that which adds 
ground of ſuſpition herein, is that your great 
out-cry againſt them is fox taking mony for 
preaching , . which is none of their crime they 
doing their duty. But thoſe which I fear ſtand 
behind you and inſenſibly influence you herein, 
know well enough,that if the people could be 
but prevailed with to withold mainteuance 
from the Miniſtry, the Minitterial work would 
cca'* ,-and a Door would be opencd tor fome- 
what cle. And therefore thoſe Romith FaQtors 
that can turn themſelves iuto any ſhape, have 
cunningly made uſe of all forts of Se&s among 
us, however otherwiſe differing among them- 
ſeives, yct in this to agree , to cry down the 
publick Miniſtry. 

There were in the Apoſtles time ſuch pre- 
_, tenders toChriſtianity , and Teachers too, as 
' ſought +beir own things and not the things of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, that ſerved their own bellies inſtead 
of ſerving Jeſus Chriſt : that through covetouſ- 
neſs with feigned words made merchandize of the 
people; in order to all which -they did corrupt 
the Word by reaſon of whoſe pernicious ways , 
the way of trath was evil Spoken of-: Bur by 
whom? doubtleſs by- none but by —_— 
| _ 
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adverſarics to the truth it ſelf. But we have 
not the leaſt whiſper of any good Chriſtians 


ſpeaking evil of the faithful Miniftry becauſe 


of ſome miſcarriages of the Scandalous and un- 
faithful. And yet I believe you would take 
tl, if upon account of your doing now not 
as the good, but as ill men then did, you 
ſhould be rank'd and numbred not with the 
good bur with the bad 3 which if you be not, 
IÞis becauſe ſome have more charity for you , 
than you have for others that better deferve 
It 

What I was beginning to anſwer to your 
Plea for the incongruity of your opinion and 
practice, hath led me to ſomewhat a long dif- 
courſe; and yet I have ſomething more direct- 
ly to ſay toit. Your opinion +is that men be- 
ing taught of: God himſelf by his Light aud 
Spirit within now under the New Co- 
venant , need not tobe taught hy.men , nor 
to - have the Scripture for their Teacher. 
And yet for all that you take upon you to 
teach the Peopel your ſelves, whiÞt you de- 
cry it in others; and (ay in-your defence , that 
in as much as men may diſobey the Light in 
them , thercfore your teaching is neceſlary to 
perſwade them to obey it. But I pray you, is 
God's ſhewing men their-duty all the inwafd 
teaching, you pretend to? Do you not pretend 
to be led and moved by the Spirit to do as well 
as 


(94) 


as to know your duty ? Do you not ſay ex- | 


preſly that the Spirit of God moveth and lead- 
eth into all the works of righteouſneſs, and 
that the Spixit of Chriſt only exerciſes the 
Couſcience to God and Man , and leads into 
the practice of. all Txwth? Nay do you not 
make the acceptation of 'what is acceptably 
dane to depend upon the motian and work of 
the Spirit in the doiug of it, and do you not 
count all that is not fo done, to- be done 
man's own will? And therefore why do you 
thus difſemble the matter , and heap one con- 
tradiqion upon another ? But ſuppoſe that 
which you. pretend were the only reaſon of _ 
your teaching : is there not then the ſame rea- 
fon that others ſhould Preach as well as you ? 
Or are none 3n danger of rebelling againſt the 
Light but only ſuch as hear.you ? Bur the plain 
Fruth is for all your talk , that you do under- 
fake to teach men what their Duty is, as well 
as perſwade them to doit 3: as appears abun- 
daytly in your Books , Particularly in thoſe of 
Edward Burroughs.Sothat by this tergiverſation 
and ſhuffling , it plainly appears to intelligent 
men, that the buſineſs at the bottontis not that 
you are againſt the needfulneſs of mans teach- 
ing, notwithſtanding all the teaching by the 
Light within 3 but only againſt all other mens 
teaching but your own. So that if you knew 
your own hearts in this buſineſs, you _— 
fin 
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 - find that the meani of your crying down all 


Other Teachers , is that yours alone might be 
Exalted, Butjf your Teachers or any amon 
you do ſee and know the wig +8 11 of hell Sg 
our Pretenccs and Practices , and yet uſe the 
Pretencas for a blinde, to hide the defigne 


_ from the people, it is chen a perfect peice 


0 
- There is another thing; fike unto this : you 
ſay thoſe thatare taught 5 God , need not that 
the Scripture ſhould terch them , and that all 
men arc taught of God by. his Light within 
cm 3 and. yet it ſeems you think that men 
ave.necd to be taught by your Books , though 
they have no need to be taughtby the Scripe, 
tures 3 elſe why js the World troubled with {6 
many of. them? The Phariſees made void the 
Commandments of God that.they might eſta« 
bliſh their own Traditions : and it looks but 
untowardly , that while you repreſent the Ho- 
ly Scripture as ſach a needle(s thing , that you 
at the {ame time have. ſent out ſuch a croud of 
your own Books as you have done. And if 
you would have the people believe that they 
proceed from the ſame teaching of the Spirit as 
the Books of the Holy Scriptures do , what 
ſhall the people then do when they find them 
to contradict ane another , as. they may cafily 
do,, if they, will but do as the noble Bereans 
did, who ſearched the Scriptures daily whe- 


ther 
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ther thoſe things were ſo which were preached 
to them in the Name of the Lord. As in thapre- 
ſent caſe before us:theScripture plainly teacheth 
one method of bringing menito Salvation, and 
your books another. Ed. Burrongh in his book 
teacheth that that is not. the body of Chriſt 
which” was not with«he Father - before the 
World began p. 455. But the Scriptare teacheth 


thatin the fulne(s of timeGod ſent forzh hi Son, 


made of a Woman, Gal. 4. 4+ Which of theſe 
two now muſt the people believe, or which of 
theſe muſt be the rule co try the other by ? your 
Books, or the Holy Scriptures ? I pray .you 
ſpeak out,and tell the people plainly ;For if the 
Scriptures be true, as you dare not deny but 
they are, than «your Books in ſach things as 
contradi& them, muſt be falſe; ard conſe- 
quently not the Iſſue of the infallible Spiric, as 
you would have' the world believe they are. 
But though we, or an Angel from Heaven , 
Preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that 
which we have Preached unto you , let him be 
accurſed, ſaid St. Paul. Gal. 1. 8. | 

I have been the longer upon the Point of 
your Enthuſiaſm, by which you have ſetup a 
new method of your own .in ,oppoſition to 
God's method of bringing men to the Chriſti- 
an belicf and Life, becauſe I deem it a Mother 
and a Maſter-Error tomany others which you 


hdd. And therefore have good hopes that if 


you 
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yet -be chred' of this , you' would 
Xin aHopeful'way of being cured'of the reſt, 
which depend'on it; with lets difficulty. Ha- 
ving therefore” been {6 long upon this beyond 
what T firſt inrended”, I ſhall draw towardsa 
(ion of this addrefs'ry you; not engageing 
icular wich the reft'of your miſtakes. But 
: T' make an end;,*F* would caution you 
touching two' or three things which among 
others may probably have had a large ſhare in 
inttoducing you into thisftrange' miſtake. | 

"'$. 20: The one is an opinion or conceit that 
the Goſpel is a more myſterious thing than in- 
deaFir ts; It 33 true', there are things in the 
Goſpel &lled a Myftery; the Myſterie of God's 
will the Myſtery 'of ' Chriſt, the Myſtery of 
Faith; the gr Semen : and to you, 
faith Chriſt to the Diſciples, *cis given to know 
the Myerics of the Kingdom of God; 'and 
che hke:\''Upon 'occafion of all which , and 
the Hke' Expreffions in Scripture 3 Some peo- 
ple have fanaed' that there is ſomething elſe 
=p fr make a man a true Chriſtian iu- 
deed 5 than what'is obvious to vulgar appre- 
henfions , and eafie to be underliood as other 
mattersate. And therefore they have been wont 
to elteem a plain and familiar way of teach- 
the ne of repentance , and the ne- 


ing 

celtiry of” obetience to the Law of God, toge- 
ther with a belief that Chriſt dycd for our fins 
. 


and 
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od roſe again according to the $cri a 
be bur a - and legal way of Preachu "gg o 
thoſe that _ vented high Speculations a 
almoſt or altogether unincelligible notiops and 
new coined Phraſes and expreſlions, gqncern> 


with Chriſt » and Commupiop W.q 
ving byg aich, and walking inthe $, 
. a accounted Evavgelical 
preaching and dioures 
Wy Wok to truly 8 pixitual , and 
Spiritual Chriſtians rat chis.m 
becauſe this way obtained 2 great panion 
among 4 fave many of Thea n Profeſſars;, 
many perions nave t y (0 pro» 
cecd ſo far from one on iogts an Aer {8 this 
fad allegorizing riPtures ain im- 
port,and turning plain poreſe of Nats ND rnd 
of great eoncera into My boculonhs 
until they have made another ps 
plain rine of the Goſpel than Chriſt,epade 
It. And this ſcems to bediredtly yaur Cale, 
who'in this way arc come at laſt to turn the 
plain and. intelligible.,methad : of God's p T0- 
ceeding with men to briug themto the, Chaiſt a 
an bclief and Lite , ang; 7, 10 IO net F 
Enthufiaſtical Faucics, Airy Notion wy = 
culations, Such is your conceit nhl of 


of the inward Fleſh of Chriſt in. coutradiſiinRi- 
on to the Fleſh of the Veil,as you phraſe it : ;- 


( 99) 
if Chriſt had ewo kinds of FA, one hid un" 
der another ; by which you trouble yea, ut* 
terly con/ound the true Notion of Chrift's hu- 
mane Nature : and the great effe&s which the 
$cripture attributes to the Fleſh or humane 
Nature of Chriſt, thoſe you attribute to a meer 
fiction which you call the inward Fleſh, a thing 
altogether forraign to the Scripture; an error 
\ doubtleſs of a very high nature. Such alfo is 


your ſpiritualizing Baptiſm and the Lords Sup-, 
per , to the exchution of their literal uſe, and - 


10 the diſparagement of his wifdome and good- 
neſs that ordained them, as well as to the con- 
tempt of his Authority which hath enjoined 
the .uſe of them for the ends for which chey 
were firſt inſtituted. Such likewiſe is your in- 
vented Miſtery of the Redemption of the Seed 
in men : ' for the Seripture ſpeaks of no. ſach 
ching , but of, the Redemption of men them- 
felves. 

This miſtake about theMyſtertouſneſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion , hath TI fear had' a bad in- 
fluence upon, and produced ill cffe&s in ſome 
others as well as your ſelves, who perhaps have 
not been yet carried ſo far out of the way by it, 
as you have been. 

Whereas thoſe things that are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for men of all capacities to know , be- 


lieve and do , in order to their Salvation, afc- 


delivercd in the Goſpel with great plainneſs and 
G 2 calt- 
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ealineſs to. be. anderſtggd,” eyen of thole,; 
of meaneſt 1. capacities that have but a mind 
to - underfiand . them, and will atteud to 
them and confider them, . Who is fo weak as 
not to underſtand it when it is declared to-him, 
that there was ſuch a one,as Feſus Chriſt, and 

that he was:declarcd to. be one come from 
and his. Da&trine touching, his being the Son of 
God , and concerning all - other thiags to be 
true , by the wouderfulneſs of his Birth of. a 
Virgin, and the many and mighty miracles 
which he wrought , and which were wrought 
hy others in his Name,and by bis Reſurrection 
fromthe dead? :Who is ſo weak as not to un+ 
derliand when. it: is declared tohim upongapd 
ounds , that this Feſies was put to death not 
7.40 his own, but tor our Sins 3 and that he roſe 
again from the dead the third day ? Whois: ſo 
weak as not to underſtand when he hears it,dey 
clarcd in the Goſpel , that forgiveneſs of .Sins, 
a glorious) Reſurrecion,and eternal Happineſs 
in another World , arc promiſed to thoſe:that 
believe in. him as ſuch, and that believe his 
Dottrine and fincerely obey it , touching che 
r:ecclity of Repentance confiſting in amend. 
mcnt of Life, procceding from ſorrow for 
Sin,and ina. ſincere obſerving all his Precepts. 
Thicke are things that may be underſtood by 
evcry body that hears and confidersthem : And 
yet tacle are the things revealed by the Goſpel 
as 


(10r) 
as.neceſlary to be believed and done.in order to 
ſalvation. The reaſon why ſo many of thole. . 
that hear the Goſpel , do not believe, and- 
obey it to the ſaving; of their Souls, is not be- 
cauſe they:c4qnnot underltand it, but becauſe 
they are not willing to obey it, and fo not 
willing to believe it , or to conlider it , that, 
they . might believe it , but chuſe rather: to 
pleaſe themſelves in their evil ways for the pres, 
fent., and ſo run the hazard for the future , of 
the Goſpcls being true or not true 3 or clſe flats 
ter themſelves with hopes thgg:they do repent. 
and obey the Goſpel, under vain and- deluſize 
notions of the nature of ſaving Repentance.and 
Obedience. 8) 
And it is not- congruous to the goodneſs of 
God's nature, to think that when he-hath been 
pleaſed out of his great compallion. to loft 
men; to make a New . Covenant of Salvation 
upon terms ſuitable to that love and goodneſs 
of his, to think I ſay, that he ſhould lay - the 
firels of their Salvation upon terms not calle to 
be underſtood by all, one as wcll as aiother « 
that are concerned therein. F 
And therefore the greatclt reaſon I conceive 
why ſome things in the Goſpel are tiled a Mi- 
ttery , 1s becauſe they were (o till they were 
plainly revealed by Chriſt 3 a great part of the 
things therein contained, being f{uch as no 
man by the higheſt improvement oh, reaſon , 
G 3 ._ could 
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could diſcover or apprehend , till God in a fit 
pernatural way was pleaſed to reveal them. 
Such was God's —_— his Son to aſſume our 
Nature, and to die for our Sims, and the 
y_ Remiſſion of Sins, andeternal Life 

r his ſake, to thoſe that believe and obey the 
Goſpel. 'But when they are once revealed , 


and by revelation made plain and eaſie to be nn- - 


derſtood by men of all capacities , they are 
fure then no longer Myſteries to them , unleſs 
they remain ſo through their own ewilſul neg- 
Ie& to underftand them. Agreeable to this is 
that of St. Paxl, Col. x. 26. Speaking of the 
Goſpel, even,faith he, the Myſtery which bath 
been hid from Ages, and from Generations , 
but now is made manifeſt to his Saints. Eph. 1. 
9. Having made known to us the Myſtery of his 
will , according to his good pleaſure which he 
hath purpoſed in himſelf. So the calling of the 
Gentiles 1s called a Myſtery, not becaule it was 
hard to be underſtood when the thing was re- 
vealed by Chriſt's Commiſſion to preach the 

zoſpel to them , and by preaching the Goſpel 
Had given them the Holy Spirit as he had to 
the believing Jews at the firſt , but becauſe 
. this calling of them was little known or un- 
derſtood in the World till then. 

God faith St. Paul by revclation made 
known to me the Myſtery, which in other ages 
was not made known unto the Sons of men, as 
It 
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it is now revealed unto his Holy Apoſiles and 
Prophets by the Spirit 3 that the Gentile 
ſhould be fellow- Heirs,and of rhe ſame Body > 
and partakers of his promiſe mm Chriſt by the 
Goſpel, Epb. 3. 2, 6. And fb again Per. 9. 
and romake all —_— % —_ mY _— 
ip of theMyſtery, which from the beginning © 
Ch World hath been hid it God. LO tha a$ 
the Goſpel is called a Myſtery as containing 
things in it which had been altoge- 
ther a Myſtery till they were revealed , 
ſo it 'is called aRevelation of the Myſtery, 
by reaſon of its diſcovering that which was a 
Secret before. Roms. 16: 25,26. The preach» 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt according to the Revelation 
of the Myſtery , which was kept ſecret fine the 
world began,but now is made manifeſt , and by 
the Scriptures of the Prophets -ccording to the 
commandment of the everlaſting » made 
known to all Nations for the obedience of 
Faith. 

In all this 1 do not deny but that there are 
in the Goſpel things very Myſterious and hard 
to be conceived, as touching the manner of 
their exiſtence , as the Union of Chriſts wwo 
Natures, and the DoCtrine of the Trinity 'of 
Perſons and Unity of Eſſence, and ſome other 
things : But it is not hard to underſtand that 
thoſe things really are, when God hath reveal- 
G 4 cd 
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£4 and declared that. they.aze,; though it-is.very 
- hard ,-or rather beyond ,our -apprehenſiou,to 
know. how, and after, what-manner. they are: 
and to know and believe more than. he hath 
plainly reyealed , is ng doubtleſs neceſſary to 
mens Salvation : and therefore men ſhould be 
cautious of laying too, great a ſtreſs upqu theix 
different apprehenſjons.about them. . 

If you ſhall fay., »if Evangelical Truths-be 
made ſo perceptible by the plainneſs and fulneſs 
of the Revelation of them, how comes it to 
paſs. then that there is fuch- difference in mens 
Opinions , and ſo many | controverſies | about 
them as there 1s? I anſwer, if the differences 
and controverſies be about thoſe things that are 
neceflary toSalvation,T have told you the reaſon 
already : jt-15 becauſe men will not be ſatisfied 
nor acquieſce in that plainne(s in which ſuch 
things are delivered in the Scriptures , but (till 
fancy there .is ſome faxther Myſtery jn them 
than indeed there is. And: when men take that 
liberty ,, aud think they do excellent well in it, 
then one fancies he ſees this hidden Myſtery 
couched under truths plainly cxprelt , -and 
another that; when both are wide of the mark. 
And then men weary themſelves in defending 
their notions on both fides, and can never.be 
reconciled until both lay down their bye-opinit= 
ons, and ſubmit their judgments to the plain» 
neſs and ſimplicity of the truth , labouring to 
es | | improve 
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improve itto-praQtice , 'whica is the trac and 
proper-uſe of it, which will bring more ſolid 
fatisfaction' to the mind;than all mens Airynoti 
ons,how taking ſocver they may be with ſome. 
* .But:though the things neceſſary ro (alvation, 
are in theRevelation of them,accommodated to 
the capacities'of the weakzand. ſimple, whoſeSal- 
vation is deſigned by them'as well and as much 
as theirs of-ſtrotger and quicker apprehenſions, 
yet there are things under the New Teſtament 
that are bayd-to be witered (as the phraſe is Heb. 
F. IT. ) andtherefore hard to be underſtood, as 
the phraſe'is -again 2. Per. 3. 16. As there 1s 
milk for Babes who are unskilful in the Word 
of righteouſneſs, fo there.is meat for ſtron 

Men who-by-reaſon of aſe have rheir Senſes ex- 
ercifed 'to-difcern both good and evil , as *tis 
faid Heb." 5. 13,14 And mens differences a- 
bout theſe points proceed- at the beſt from their 
different meaſures of Light and underſtanding, 
and ſometimes are perſiſted in from that which 
is worſe, * So it was in the Apoſtles time be- 
tween the believing Fews and the blicvingGen- 
tiles, Rome. 14» Which by the way, would not 
have been,if all good Chriſtians then had been 
guided byan infallible Light within,as you ſup= 
poſe they are now.If they had, they would not 
have needed to have been taught and re-raught 
which are the firſt principles of che Oracles of 
God, as ſome-of them were, Heb. 5. | 
x | Bat 
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But when men which are but poor. inknow- 
ledge and yet rich in confidence, undertake to 
| ge and malter theſe moredifficult points 
and paſſages of Scripture, they to@;pften wreſt 
them to their own deſtruction , as. St. Peter 
ſpcaks, 2. Ep. 3-16. . And this they either do 
or arc in great danger of doing, when they 
faltcn upon ſome wrong ſence and notion of 
hard and difficulc places of Scripture, -aud chea 
pervert plain and calie places by _iuterpreting 
them to their wrong, ſence of. choſe that are 
more, obſcure and difficult 3 efpecially when 
their interpretations arc not mere ſpeculations, 
but ſuch as influence men in their practice, as 
beeoning a rule to them therein, Whereas the 
more wile and judicious, never interpret hatd 
placcs in oppolition to the common ſence of 
thoſe that are plaia and eaſic, but explain thoſe 
yank are hard and difficult, by thole that arc 

aine 

The uſe I would adviſe you tomake of all 
this,is to review the grounds you have goneon, 
and to ceaſe from your new notions and ſpecu- 
lations of your being taught only by the Light 
within 3 which you have taken up from ſome 
expreſlions in Scripture miſunderftood by you, 
and wholly diſagreeing to the Scope of the pla- 
ces where they are found , and contrary to the 


general current of the Scriptures in their | 


plain aud obvious ſence. Seck nota Knot in a 
bulcuſhz 
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bulruſh 3 ſcek not for Myſteries there where 
the Lord hath declared his mind plainly and in 
no parable. But form your notions of God's 
method of proceeding with men to bri 
them to Salvation , according to the plain and. 
expreſs DoQtrine of Chriſt and his Apoliles in 
the Scriptures , and receive from and regulate 
by that Do@rine, all your apprehenſions, per- 
ſwaſions , affections and operations of your 
Souls, together with all your words and acti» 
ons ; So did the good Chriſtians of Old : they 
obeyed from the heart that form of Doctrine 
which was delivered to them, Rom. 6. 17. 
They purifyed their ſouls in obeying that Truzb 
through the Spirit, x. Pet. 1.22. Yea, the Apo- 
les themſelves were firſt taught by Chri{f's 
reaching unto them, what to think and be- 
ieve concerning Chrilt , John 17. 8. I have 
given unto them the words which thou gaveſt 
me 3 and they have received them, and have 
known ſurely that I came ont from thee , and 
they have believed that thou didſt ſend me. 
And juſt as the Apoſtles preached, fo the Chri- 
ſtians believed : they made their Doctrine the 
Adequate Rule of their notions of things; the 
Rule of their Faith , the Rule of their Life : 
$0 we Preach, and ſo ye believed, ſaith St. Pal, 
I. Cor. 15. 11. 
. And thoſe great, plain , known and com- 
' Monly receivedTruths, necellary to my 
calle 
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ciftle&the common #aith , Tit: 1. 4- the Faith' 
once; delivered: tothe Saints, Fade 3- theſe T 


ſzy were” the'Rule: and Standard by which they 
were to try: the Docrine of ſuch as only pre- 
tended to; Inſpirations from the Spirit. Belo- 
loved, believe”. not every Spirit , 'but try :the 
Spirits whether*they be of God ,,- becauſe ma- 
rty falſe Prophets arc gone:'out into the World , 
Tr. Fob. 4+ 15 Amd then St. ' Fobm. in ver. 2, 3. 
conimends*to"thcm one known fundamental 
Dottrine perrinent' to his Caſe then in hand , 
by which' they:might know. the Teachers he 
cautioned them againſt , were not inſpired by: 
God [nor authorized by him. Hereby know 
ye the Spirit of God : every Spirit that con- 
fefſeth that Feſus Chrift is come'in the Fleſh, is 
of God. And every'Spirit- that confeſſeth not 
that Feſws Chriſt is come in the Fleſh , is not of 


God. And: again verſe 6. We are of God: 


hethat knoweth God , heareth us (adhered to 
and governed themſelves by the Apoliles Do- 
Qrine ) he that is not of God heareth not us; 
hereby know we the Spirit of Truth ,” and the 
Spirit of Error. | | 
And truly it you will not make the plain and 
expreſs Notrine ot Chriſt and his Avoſiles in 
the Scrirtures touching Faith and a good Life , 
your Rule by which to try and to judge of the 
Truth and erroncouſuec(s of your conceptions , 
per{wafions, motions and inclinations , pn 
| tne 
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the notion of the Light within, /and of all your 
words and ations conſequent thereupon, you 
are. and” will -be in great. danger to be like the 
waudring Stars and the clouds: carricd with a 
Tempelt , of: which St Peter and' Fade ſpeak 5 
unhxed and unftable in your judgment , Faith 
and Ways. Forit-is certain and evident, what- 
exer. you pretend. to the conitrary,, that the 
Light within you, .is not inyour own account 
always a certain ;- conſtant and infallible Rule. 
to your 3- for if .:}t were, - you-would not at fo 
contrary. to your ſelves as you have done under 
pretence of. being/taught of God, -and guided 
by the. Light. wihin :' One while.crying up 
your formerpracite- of: ſhaking as the effect of 
God's work:: in and; upon ybu , and another 
while confeſling/it-to beia deluſion ,. .as Samwuel 
Fiſper one of:nore- with you z-did to me; ſays 
ing it was ſo: gudged.- One while crying down 
all -Ecclefifticab:1forms of Government 'as tys 
rannical, another :while erecting: one among 
your ſelves, pretending to as mach Infallibility 
in yoxr Body,repreſentative in managing it ,.as 
the Papiſts doin reference to the Pope, One 
while owning the witneſſing of. a perſon to be 
from God, and another while condemning the 
ſame for an error or deluſion. : How often have 
thoſe of your number thought they have been; 
ſent by God on meſſages, who after have found 
themſelyes deluded ? - | 
By 
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By theſe and other like inflanecs you may be = 
convinced , that if you do not make the Do» | 
Qrine of Chriſt in the Scriptures the Adequate 
Rule of the motions and inclinations of your 
minds and the actions of your lives , whereby 
to know when they arc of God and when not, 
you have then no certainRule to go by but are 
continually liable to molt horrible miſtakes, and 
to think thar to be a teaching or command 
from God , which is indeed a dclufion from 
che Devil. Nor without this Rule in Scripture 
which lies open to all , have you any way to 7 
farisfy others,that what you ſay or do is fr 
God. You have no miracles amongſt you, by 
which God was wonc to bear witneſs to his 
ſervants, when he ſent arr noe Wen wh 
to. the World, And have you indeed luch an 
opinion of your ſelves as to think men ought 
tobelicve only becauſe you ſay ie? Our Savi- 
our ſaid, if I bear witncls of my (elf my wit- 
nefs is not trae , Job 5. 31. and is your cre- 
dit better than his? And I pray you what have q 
you to bear witneſs for you in what you ſay, 
# the Scriptures cannot 3 To rhe Law chen 
and to the Teſtimony of Chriſt in the Doctrine 
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of the Scriptares , if you ſpeak not according h 
co this Word,it is becauſe there is no Light in b 
S, 


you. 

S. 21. There is one thing more which I. | 
would admoniſh you to beware of, and that L 
is 


(14,1) 
is 4 bigh opiniqn of your ſelves, and a low. aud 
4upic le; opinion of : all, others that differ 
from you ; a thing which I fear hath berrayzd 

ou. into, that ; Sen errar which I have 
xen deteRting , together, with many others, 
For whey,mca by reafon of their New My- 
ſtical pro plain Fad rb and RaNar 
oints of DoRrine, and of their uew-mint 
Phraſes ance thr, 0 fancy, chm: 
ſelves tg be fevricual » aud all che reſt that ii 
ſtick to; the..plainncks and, lunplicicy. of the 
Goſpal, to be but carnal. and formal profeſſors 
(though gn their tempers awdlives better than 
chemlglveg ).chey then begin qo thinkxhat ſhy 
are NeAter Thin carer to.Lod, than ay. an 
conſequently that God will reveal bimſcl after 
a more 4utimate way and mapner tg theryſclves 
than he doth. co ſuch. ; Ang,wheu they are in- 
toxicated and grown giddy with ſuch conceits, 
then they arc drawn. by degrees to imagine 
them(elyes: 9b hrpaght mo {ome kind of c- 
quality with theApoliles themſelves, &thatnow 
they do ngt.need: to be taught by ſuch whom 
they clicgga fo much below themſclves, but that 
they ſhall be.now taught of God inunediately. 
And when they are thug tranſported and cxalt- 
ted with theſe dreams ,: fancies , ang high 
canceits, then they conclude that all thoſe 
Scriptures which ſpeak of mens being taught 
of God , lcd by che Spirit, and anointed _ 
the 


(12) - 
the Un&ion' of the Holy One that teacherh'alf 
things ,-and it por ea nater fa their 
caſe, and repreſent the happy tate and condiri- 
on* into which they are now broyght. And 
now they look down upon all others with a 
kind of "compaſſionating contempt”, as men 
in the dark, ſticking in,the form and. imitation, 


and"-the Letter; and gtiided' by carnal rcafon. 
andficlhly Wiſdoge;to whom the things of the 


Kingdome of God axe'akogtther a Myftery.And 
by this time they fancy, themſelves to be in the 
Reſurre&ion;&'to have'attained to the perfet 
Rate, andare came fo for as to be in the judg- 
ment z” and to fit tn Judgment upan'the "World. 
Andthus through the abundance of revelations, 
not which they have had,but which they fancy 
fo have had', they are exalted above meaſure. 
Ard doth not your Conſcience witneſs that this 
comes home to you ; and'repreſents your Caſe 
or the Cafe of many of yot!?- 7 
' Tconfels Pride; eſpecially Pride of this kind; 
15 not fo caftly diſcerned by them "that are ins 
fected with it, as it is by by-ftanders; as a 
Feaver when come to'its height , fometimes is 
not by them that axe in it. Andino doubt but 
you rather fancy your felves to be the humbleſt 
and moſt ſcIf-denying 'people ;*of *all: others; 
riay to be the only hutnble people 3; for you have 
thrown off and cryed down the 'bravery and 
Pride of. the World which others retain. But 
do 
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do you not know that a voluntary humility and 
2a being vainly pxft xp with a fleſhly mind, ' do 
often company.? If you do not, then 
read Col. 2+ 18. And do you not remember 


that falſe Prophets are wont to come in ſheeps 


clothing , and to wear a rough Garment to de 
ceive , who yet inwardly are ravening Wolves, 


not ſparing the Flock, but preying upon 


them. Zach. 13. 4- | 

Be -perſwaded then to. enter into a ſeri- 
ous and impartial examination of your 
{clves, and oft your own hearts, and feel 
the Pulſe of your Spirits , and try whether 
things' have not. been ſo, and ſo with you , 
as | have ſaid. And remember what our $a- 


viour ſaid to thoſe Diſciples , who weream- 


bicious of being greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and of fitting the one at his right 
hand and the other at his left : except ye be 
converted (ſaid he to them} and become as lit- 
tle Children, ye ſhall notenter into the King- 
dom of Heaven , Mat. 18. Remember who 
hath aid , if any man think that he knoweth 
any thing , he knoweth nothing yet as he 
ought to know, 1 Cor 8. 2. Remember 
again, that if he which is but a Novice came to 
be lifted up with Pride , its many to ouc that 
he falls into the condemnation of the Devil, 


1. Tim- 3. 6, for God reſifteth the proud , and 


knoweth - them af ar off : He is far enough from 
H being 
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being familiar with rhem or communicating 
his mind and Counſels to. thervin any extra- 
Ordinary way 3 it is the humble he will. teach, 
and the meck he vill guide in judgmcnt; Pſalm 
25. Therefore take the Apoſiles /Counſel: who 
ſaid, ſee that no. man: among you think of 
himſelf more highly than he oughtto thinkbur 
to think foberly , according as God: hath'dealt 
to every man the meaſure of: Faith;. Rows. 12. 
3: Learn rather to eſteem others better than 
your ſelves , as knowing your own weaknels 
better than you dotheirs, and not £0 lift - up 
your felves/ in your' own conceits aboyc all 
others that arc not of : your 'way; how worthy 
ſoever- they are, as: your mannerihath bten-: 
remembering who hath ſaid, he that exxalterh 
_ Himſelf ſhall be brought low. Do not flatter 
your ſelves with an 'opunton that you are nearer 
and dearer to God , than all others, or that he 
hath anoinced you: with the oyLof gladnefs 
above your fdlowsz or that he will-teach/you 
more immediately himſelf, than he hath caught 
others before you» | 

Think ic not below you to be taughe by the 
Scripture or by thz miniſtry of man, no though 
you were indeed ſo'/highly in God's favour 4s 
you ſuppoſe your felves to be. The Churches 
of Smirna and Philadelpbia were much tavous- 


ed and highly commended and applauded by | 
Chriſt , when the reſt of che Churches in Aſw | 
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were rebuked: and 'yet whayphe would make 
his mind known to them and the reſt of. the 
ſeyen Churches, he doth not do it immediately 
.by hjmſelf, but firft acquaints an Angel with 
X, and by that Angel makes it known to 
- Fobu, and by Fohx to the Churches , and yet 
not by him in perſon neither, but by his wri- 
tings, Rev. 1+ Chriſt could have taught Paw 
himſelf when- he appeared to him, as well as 
to have ſent him to Ananias to be told what he 
fhould do : He could have told Cornelivs by 
himſelf or by-the: Angel that he (ent to him 
thoſe words by. which he and his bouſe- ſhould 
be ſaved, as well as to direft him to Peter to 
leam-them of him- God could have revealed 
the ſame things to. the World by immediate in- 
:{piration of his Spjxit , which he made known 
49' it by Prophets, :by Chrilt himfſelt 3 by Apa- 
ties ,. Evangeliſts,; Paſtors, and Teachers 3 
but he choſe rather. at ſundry times and in di- 
vers manners to ſpeak unto the Fathers by the 
-Prophets, and at laſt by his own Son which 
he ſent into the World in our nature to teach 
the way of Salvation . And when he left the 
World again and aſcended up on high, he gave 
ſome Apoliles , and ſome Prophets 3 and tome 
Evangeliſts , and' ſome Paſtors and Teachers ; 


. forthe perfecting of the Saints tor the work 


of the Miniſtry, for the editying of the Body 
of Chriſt. | 
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Theſe thing WWhe o plain, that it is a mat- 
ter of great aſtoniſhment that ever Chriſtians 
that have read theſe things, and that have not 
a deſign to undermine the Goſpel and to Paga- 
nize the World again (as I hope you have not) 
ſhould be ever tempted to think, much more 
that ever you ſhould be brought to believe it 
yourſelves and teach it others, That the Light 
within, without being taught by man or by 
the Scripture, is the Rule of Faith and Practice, 
But doubtleſs the inward Pride, / the over-valu- 
ing of your felves, which I have been admo- 
niſhing you of, hath had a great hand in bring- 
ing youto it. And if ever you be recovered . 
from this ſnare of the Devil; it muſt be by be- 
ing broughe to a fight and ſence of your own 
injudicioufneſs and ignorance, and altogether 
groundlc(s confidence. ' And if you were' but 
well awakened out of that Spirit of Slumber , 
into which your intoxication hath caſt you, 
aud out of that pleaſant Dream in it , which 
hath ſo tickled your fancy, you would be afha- 
med and confounded before God and Men, that 
ever you fhould be ſo ſtrangely deladed , and 
prevailed upon as you have been, to trouble .. 
the World with your whimſics and fancies; 
and thereby to bring a ſcandal upon the Chri- 
ſtian Religion , and make (port tor them that 
have-no .mind ſeriouſly to conſider the things 
of the Goſpel, and to encourage Romith 
Agents 
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| Agents in their deſign againſt the Reforma* 


tion. 
Be perſwaded then by the Reaſon of the 
matter it ſelf, to become modeſt and humble 
and ſober-minded : and be not only content 
to receive your teaching from God by the Do- 
Arine of the Holy Scriptures, as all good 
Chriſtians do, and ever ſmce the Primitive 
times have done, but count it alſo as a high 
favour from him that he hath -given us the 
Scriptures and (ent the Goſpel among us, 
when ſo great a part of the World are at this 
day without it. Remember, how the Pſalmiſt, 
when he was therein affitted by the Spirit of 
God, was affected with a leſs favour than that 
which you make little of , when he ſaid 3 he 
ſheweth his Word unto Facob, his Statutes and 
his Judgments unto Iſrael : he hath nor dealt 
fo with any Nation : and as for his judgments, 
they have not known them. Praiſe ye the 
Lord , Pſalm 147. 19, 20. And if it be (6 
eat a favour to us that have the Scriptures a- 
ve what is vouchſafed to the Infidel and Pa- 


gan World which 'have them not 3 then you 


cannot but be guilty of high ingratitude to 


God, whileſt you give the Precedency to that 


Light within, which yoi ſay every man com- 
ing into the World hath , and fo the Pagans 
themſelvesz and (peak of the Scriptures as if 
they were but a Dcclatation of that which was 
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in you and which you knew without them,and 
which you might have known if you had never 


heard of them. By all which you teach them 


that have ſo. lictle Witcor Grace as to believe 
you, to have a.low elteem of the Scriptures, 
ahd to think that men may - as well be ſaved 
without them. as with them. And how then 
can you poſſibly free your ſelves from that hor- 
rid guilt which God charged upon the Fews of 
old, {aying, I have writtca to him { Ephraim) 
the great things of my Law, and they were 
eftecmed as a {trange thing 3 Hoſe S, 12. 

- You have no doubt, thought your ſelvcs 
more ſublime and ſpiritual than others, up9oa 
account of your new Notions ard new aft t- 
ed Modes and Phraſes : And not only fo, but 
there is great-rea{on to think that an affectation 
of being eſteemed fo , did ioſcnfibly lead you, 
or at leaſt the Leaders among you , from one 
novel conceit to another 3 until you have cx- 
ceeded all bounds of Sobr.icty of mind , and 
become perfealy Drunk,though not with Wint 
as the Prophet ſpeaks. Whereas alas? the Spt- 
rituality of Chriſtians , doth not lye in high» 
flown Notions and Speculations , nor in un» 
couth Phraſes and expreſſions different from 
what are common arhong Men , but in the 1n- 
ward frame and temper of their Spirits and. 
converſations , when theſe are contormable to 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel which is of and 


from 
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from the Holy Spirit , and thereby become par- 
takers of the ſpiritual andDivine nature or like- 
neſs to Chrift Feſus, in purity, in lowlinefs hu- 
mility , and meckneſs, and in love to God and 
Charity to Men , in patience and gentleneſs, in 
contempt of the World, in contentation, and 
ſelf-relignation to God, in Zeal to honour God 
and to do all the good we can in the World.Up- 
on account of which Spiritual qualifications , 
Chriſtians aze ſaid to be ove Spiris with Chriſt , 
and by thisSpirit and temper when given us, 
we know that we dwell in bin and be int us: and if 
any Man bave not the Spirit of Chriſt, in ſore 
meaſure, be is none of bis. Such as in whom 
are found the fruits of the Spirit, they are the 
ſpiritual Chriſtians,ſuch as is, Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentlenefs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance , as they are enumera- 
ted by St. Pawlin Gat. 5. 22, 23. And as theſe 
do more or le(s abound 1n Chrittians in the de- 
gree and mea(ure of them , ſo they are more 
or leſs Spiritual. And who-ever they be that 
do eſtimate themſelves to þe Spiritual Chriſti» 
ans upon account of any ſublime Notions , or 
Speculations, or affected Phraſes , or by their 
being for or againſt any form, way, or party , 
or (which is more) by their being in the con- 
ſtant uſe and exerciſe of God's own Ordinan- 
ces, farther than they are bettered in the frame 
and temper of their Spirits thereby and made 
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more like Chriſt Feſss 3 they take wrong mea» 
ſures of their Spirituality. | 

. And if there were nothing elſe to make us 
ſuſpe&t your new-taken-up way to be not Spi- 
ritual, but carnal, this would do it, in that it 
bath according to common obſervation , made 
you ſince you came into it or were looking to- 
wards it,moreſelf- conceited,proud,and ditdain- 
ful, ſighting and ſerting at naught all others 
that differ from yau,and more deſperately cen- 
(orious , and more bold and conhident in revi- 
ling than you were before; which are no 
ſignes of Spirituality I am ſure. But if there 
were more of that Spiritual qualification in 
you, forementioned , by which Chriltians are 
denominated Spiritual indeed, it:would take 
down your high conceits of your high attain- 
. ments, and rather make you ſay inwardly to 
your ſelves, and to your own Souls, I amle(s 
than the leaſt of all Saints , and make you 
afraid to think or ſpeak ill of others , leſt in 
doing ſo, \ou ſhould judge your ſelves, being 
perhaps not comparable to them in true 
worth. 

Butif you would become ſpiritual Chriſtt- 
ans iudced , and not'in fancy and conceit only: 
Then let it be your care to obſerve and do 
theſe things. Firſt converſe conſtantly and in- 
timately in your thoughts with the Laws of 
Chrilt in their Spirituality , as reaching to the 
govern- 
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Government of the thoughts and motions 
of the mind and affcQions of the Sou), in re- 
ference to their various objeqs, as God his 
Word, Worſhip and Works : Man as diverſly 
related to us3 the things of this World and 
pertaining to this preſent life 3 and the things 
of the World which is to coine. And in do- 
ing this compare the bent diſpoſition and ope- 
ration of your Souls in reference to theſe Ob- 
jects, with thoſe Laws of Chriſt, thereby to 
diſcover not ſo much how far you have attain- 


_ ed, as to know and diſcern what is wanting, 


and how far you fall ſhort of coming up cloſe 
to your Rule, Chriſts preqeptsand imitable ex- 
ample. Andif this were well done, it would 
make you little in your own eyes, and to ſay 
with Paxl , not as though Thad attained or were 
already perfe@. 

Then next in the ſence of your defects , be 
diligent and conſtant in the uſe of God's ap- 
pointed means for Spiritual growth , ſuch as is 
the hearing and reading of Chriſt's Holy Do- 
ctrine in the Scriptures touching the great mo- 
tives as well as dire&ions to obedience.accom- 
panied with frequent meditation and ſerious 
coulideration of it and of your own concern 
therein. And then ſtill have in your eye, the 
end for which” theſe and other means are or 
ought to be-uſed by you, and that is for the 
bettering the frame and temper of your Spirits , 
the 
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Spirits , the moral habit and conſtitution of 
your Souls; and neverdivide the means trom 
the end in your 1atention , nor fatisfic your 
ſelves in the uſe of the means , but in reference 
to the end: and in all the means be ſtill fiucere- 
ly endeavouring, to mend that which is amiſs , 
and to fill up and ſupply what is lacking in the 
degrees of Grace, and ail divine Vertuc. 

And then in and together with allthis , do 
you in a due ſence of your own weakncls and 
inſufficiency , and of the great nced you have 
of the conltant alfitance of God's Holy Spirit 
in all , make inſtant and importurate ſupply 
cation tv God for it. And-ihen without all 
doubt you ſhall be afliſted and enabled by that 
Spirit of his in the uſe of the forclaid means,b 
degrees to become Spiritual Chriſtians indeed, 
For our faithful Lord Feſus hath aſſured vs.that 
ourHcavenly Father will give theHoly Spirit to 
thoſe that out of a ſence of its value and worth 
and of their own want of it, do importunate= 
ly ask it of him, Lake 11. 13. 

$. 22, I might yet farther ſhew you that in 
all probability, your great uncharitableneſs 
towards other good men againſt whom you 
had taken up undue prejudices , had alſo a 
great hand in bringing you into this Wilderne(s 
of odd conceits wherein you have ſo wonder. 
fully Joſt your ſelves. For prejudice againſt , 
and uncharitableneſs towards men , is a great 
* tempta- 
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tetnptation upon them in whom it is, to differ, 
and depart from them in opinion as well as in 
affe&ion,and toftudy oppoſition againſt things 
they hold in 'an uncharitable oppoſition 
to thoſe that hold them. And fotruth no 
doubt hath many times ſuffered for the ſake of 
thoſe that have held it, 

Aﬀter you had entertained undue prejudices 
agzinſt the Miniſters of the Goſpel upon one: 
account or other , whom in derifion and con- 
tempt you- are wont to call the Preefts 3 you 
were then ſoon induced to think it meet to dit- 
fer from them in your Notions about Religion, 
kſ otherwiſe you ſhould not ſeem more Spiri- 
tnal than thoſe whom you thus deſpiſed. And 
by this doubtleſs among other things}, were 
you led into your groſs errors , under the No- 
tion of higher attainments and more Spiritu- 
ality in the Chriſtian profeſſion. For ſuch and 
{o great was your prejudice againſ the Minj- 
ſters and thoſe that adhered to them, that you 
diſliked almoſt every thing they did, and the 
Notions they had of Evangelical Truths and 
points of Do@rine. And therefore left you 
ſhould be thought too likethem , you fell to 
differencing yourſelves from them in Hebit., 
in modes of Speech, and in your Notions of the 
parts of revealed and inftituted Religion. And 
thereupon applyed your (elves to fpiritualizing 
your Notions: of Goſpel-Truths in your _ 
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.-of Spiritualizing , till you - had made them or 
many. of them, quite other things chan in 


Truth and reality they are or were ever made 


by the Author of them. And it ever you 
recover your fclves ,. it muſt be by coming co 
have better thoughts of others , and meaner of 
your ſelves a thing greatly neceſſary to mens 
keeping in the way of Truth. For be that lo- 
with bis Brother , | abideth ix the Light, and there 
7s no occaſion of ftumbling in him : But be that 
doth not, is in darkneſs and walketh in darkneſs, 
and knows not whitber be goes , becauſe darkneſs 
bath bli»ded bis eyes, 1 Joh. 2. 10, c1. 
Beſides unchat icableneſs being a fin {o con- 
trary to God's dealing with us in the New- 
Covenant, and ſo contrary to the great and 
affecting example of Chrilt's Love to us, and 
fo contrary to the ſcope and defign of the Go- 
ſpel (tor che end of the Commandment is Cha- 
rity )that it isa great and fore provocation to 
God to give up uncharitable men to an injudt- 
ous mind and ridiculous cenceits, and ſuch 
as ſhall render them ridiculous among all ſober 
and wiſe men. Which is matter of good cau- 
tion to men to take heed how they take up un- 
charitable prejudices againſt good men , upon 


\ account ot their holding or doing ſuch things 


which they diſlike, but not underlianding , or 
not fairly weighing the grounds on which 
they hold and do theme But I have alrcady fo 
| far 
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far: exceeded the intended. bounds of an Epi- 
ſile, that I ſhall not farther cnlarge upon this, 
but ſhall draw towards a conclufion,. with, a 
word of advice to ſuch as have already ſeen 
their error, and axe come off from you;, 
and to others that ſhall. follow them there- 
i. 'f 
$. 23. I know *tis a very hard thing for 
ſuch' to get quite rid of all their confuled:, 
and Enthuſftaltical - Thoughts, - Notions and 
Phraſes , but that ſome rcliques of their old 
Diſeaſe will till hang on them and. cleave 
to:them , and ſo encumber them, that they 
can very hardly -come quickly. to any clear 
and ditiint appreheniicns of Evangelical Ve- 
rities. To ſuch I would give this ſhort ad- 
vice, that laying. atide all thoughts and 
conceits of high attainments inthe things 


of God, they would repent | and do their 


frſt works, 'and begin as it - were again 
at the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt , and fo lay their Foundation a new 
in the beginning work of Chriftians. Al- 
ſo that they would-trame their Notions and 
apprehenfious of things abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation, according ta that plainneſs 
in which they. are expreſſed in Scripture , 
not affeting , nor entertaining Myliical No+ 
tions of them, ' 
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More particularly , that they would fur” 
niſh their minds with right apprehenſions 
of the perſon of Chriſt , as Son of God and 
Son of the Virgin Mary: and of the Na- 
ture of his Mediatory Office. 

That as Prictt he offered himſelf in Sacri- 
fice to expiate Sin by his Death, and in ver- 
rue thereot makes continual Interceſſion for 
us. Thatas Prophet , he revealed and decla- 
red the New Covenant of Salvation. - 

That as King he hath given Laws to 
the World; and that he doth Rule and 
Govern his Church through his Spirit 
by thoſe Laws3 and that at laſt he will 
try and judg all men by them that have 
lived under them , and that: he will reward 
all with eternal happineſs or. endleſs tor- 
ments , according as they have been obedient 
or diſobedient to them. + 

That they be careful alſo that their Notions 
of the New Covenant be according to the plain 
DoGtrine of the Goſpel in the Scriptures.. 

Particularly 3 

That it conſiſts of two parts 3 of Promi- 
fes and of conditions of thoſe Promiſes.  Al- 
ſo that the Promiſes of it: are made upon 
account and for the (ſake of Chriſt his unde 
raking, as Mediator. 

That the great and ſpecial Promiſes of it, are 


pardon of tin or juſtification ; the —_ 
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of God's Spirit.ia our endeavouring, to: per- 
form the condition 3 and. eternal Life, 

That the-condition on [whiciz theſe Promi< 
ſes are made, are Faith in Chriſt, Repentancez 
ſincere Obedience, and the traving of the aſh- 
ſtance of God's Spirit in. the uſe of appointed 
means, and our endeavours to pertorm the 
condition. | 

That they be careful allo to form right .No- 
tions of. the nature of the condition; on our 
part on which the Promiſes .of the New-Cove- 
nant are made. As that no Faith ſhort of ſuch 
abelicf in, Chriſt and of his Doctrine, as work- 
£th unfeigned Repentance and ſincere Obcdi- 
ence 1s juliifying and ſavings | 

That no Repentance ſhort of a defire, reſolu- 
tion and endeavour to forſake all known fin, 1s 
lavingRepentance. 

That no Obedience ſhort of a defire, xeſolu- 
tion , and a continued endeavour to obſerve 
all the Laws of 'Chritt , without baulking'any 
one of: them when known to be ſuch, is ſin- 
Cere. | 94/345; 

That no Faith , no Repentancg, no Obedi- 
ence . ſhort of theſe as thus deſcribed, is a 
. fulfilling of: the condition of the Promiſes of 
Salvation iu the Covenant: of Grace. 

As:;theſeigreat things of the Goſpel are in 
Scripture-expreſſed in great plainneſs , fo great 
care miaſtbhe had to keep:cloſe to, and £0 _ 
V a 
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faſt the form of ſound words according to 
which they are ſo declared not affeQing any 
Notion , Phraſe or Expreſſion , which makes 
them more hard to be underſtood by common. 
capacities, than they are by the very Letter of 
the Scriptures 3 but when other expreſſions are 
uſed than what are in the Letter of the Text as 
its neceſſary there ſhould ſometimes, _—_y 
in explaining metaphors, and Idioms of Specc 
proper to the times and places in which the 
Scriptures were written , they ſhould be ſuch 
and ſo uſed , as may give a clearer inſight into 
the Nature of the things themſelves, than with- 
out them can well be had; carcfully avoidingto 
take words properly , which arc ſpoken meta» 
phorically , or to be led by the meer ſound of 
words, but to take the meaſure of. the ſence 
of them,by the ſcope and deſign of the Author, 
ſince words of the ſame ſound, are not always 
of the ſame ſignitication., | 

$. 24- And now after I have laid things 
betare you which are very apt in their own 
Nacure to rectitie you in one of your grand 
and fundamental miſtakes - eſpecially , if in- 
vincible prejudice hinder not I ſhould be 
very ſorry to think or ſuſpect that what 
1s done herein, ſhould turn to nov better ac- 
count than to be a witnels againſt. you in 
"that great day in which every mans work 
will be trycd of what (ſort it is- And _ 
ore 


| 
| 
| 


(129) 
fore to prevent that, I cannot for your !{akes, 
and for the longing I. have after your ſalvation, 
but earneſtly perſwade you to give things pur- 
poſelyprepared to ſerve you.a duc conſideration 
in your minds,and not to pals over ſuch things 
lightly ,. as wherein your eternal Eftate 1s- 
much concern'd. 

Remcmber that Herefie is one of thoſe works 
of the Fleſh, which ſhut Men out of the 
Kingdom of God, Gal. 5. 20, 21: And con- 
fidering the Nature and bad influence of feve- 
ral of your opinions, and with what pertina- 
ciouſne(s you perſiſt in them,its greatly fearcd, 
not to ſay contidently believed by 'fuch as are 
jealous over you with a Godly jealonfe , that 
many of ,you at leaſt, lye under no leſs guilt 
than that of grand Herefic. And do you not 
then owe all ſeriouſneſs of conſideration to 
whit is offercd toreſcue you from ſo great a 
danger ? Doubtleſs you do. Let not then the 
height of your confidence to the contrary de- 
ceive you : For it is not the greatne(s of your 
confidence, that will in the leaſt alcer the na- 
turc of things, or make them bend to your 
humour. You are not the firſt that have been 
as confident as confidence it felf could make 
them , that they had faſt hold of Truth,when 
all the while it.hath been but a lye they have 
hain their right hand. But the more conhi- 
dent you are in your way , you are like to be 
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ſo much the more ſurprized with amazement; 
- when in anotherWorld you ſhall hnd yourſelves 
to have been miſtaken in that of which you 
' are now (o ſtrongly confident in this, 'if you 
ſhould be ſo unhappy as to carry ſuch miſta- 


ken confidence with you thicther without a ' | 


pardon. Which that you may not, is I af- 
ſure you all'the hart that is deſigned you in 
this Addreſs. 

. And therefore let me tell you again, that it 
will be your wiſdom much rather to beſtow 
your thoughts and pains in labouring, to find 
out whether you be not indeed under a delu- 
ſion 3 than in darkning of words without 
knowledge, in labouring to obſcure to your 
ſelves and others, the evidence of Truth of- 
fered , which clearly tends to your convidti- 
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SS GOO SELEOES 
POSTSCRIPT. 


Here being ſome vacant Leaves : and 
# & becauſe I have not ſo plainly repreſent- 
ed the nature of Faith , which is the condition 
of the New Covenant, as I have the other 
parts of it, in my advice touching a right 
Notion of the Nature of the Mediatory Office 
and of the Covenant of Grace, I ſhall for theſe 
and other Reaſons add a ſhort hint of the help 
which the Scripture doth offer us herein. 

When St. Jobs faith , Whoſoever believeth 
that Feſus is the Chriſt is born of wa 5-1. 
and again , Who is he that overcometh the World, 
but be that believeth that Feſus is the Son of God, 
ve. 5- We muſt needs take this for a deſcription 
of ſavjng Faith 3 becauſe thoſe that are burn 
of God and overcome the World, are the 
Children and ſo the Heirs of God. To the 
ſame purpoſe are thoſe words , Fobn 2. 31. 
Theſe are written that ye might believe that Feſus 
is the Chriſt the Son of God,and that believing ye 
might have life through bis Name. = 
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And to this deſcription of Faith , agrees the 
ſeveral confeſſions of Faith we read of. Thus 
Peters confeflion runs; Thom art the Chriſt the 
Son of the Living God, Mat. 46. 16. And 
again, John 6. 69. We believe and are ſure that. 
thou a'rt that Chrift the $:n of the Living God. 
Thus runs Martha s, John 11. 27. I believe 
that thou art Chriſt the Son of God, which ſhould 
come into-the World. And this runs the En+ 
nuchs alſo, A4&. 8. 37. I believe that Chriſt 5s 
the Son of God, 

But in as much as we are affurcd by the 
ſame authority of Scripture , that thoſe that 
repent not ſhall periſh, Like 13. 3- and that 
thoſe that obey not 2he Goſpel ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſting defirafion , 2 Thel. 1. 7, $. 
and that except a Man be born again , be cannot 
fee the Kingdom of God , John 3. 3. nor with- 
out bolineſs ſee God , Heb. 12. 14. ic follows 
of necefliry chat the Faith afore deſcribed , is 
fuch a belict that Feſivs is the Chriſt the Son of 
God, as doth effectually draw Men to beiieve 
his Doctrine and to obey his Laws, in doin? 
of which they become New Creatures, and 
pvercome the World. 

For he that believes Chriſt to be the Son of 
God, and conſiders what he believes, muſt 
needs believe all his ſayings, and the whole 
of his Dodrine to be true , for ic is impoſlible 
for God to lie ; And he that believes m_ Do- 
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&cine to be'true , and conliders what he be- 
heves 3 muſt needs be under che influence of 
the moſt powerful Motives imaginable to re- 
pent ofa bad , and to lead a good Life 3 be 
cauſe Chrilt hath exprefly declared from God , 
that the one ſhall be puniſhed with everlafting 


| . Deſtruction, and the other rewarded with 


Life Ecernal. 

So that Faith works that change in Men 
bywhich they become New Creatures , are 
born of God, and ſanQihed, by way of 
Motive , as it doth evdence to the Soul, 
and bind upon the Miud, the things not 
feen , as thoſe whercia a Man is tatmitely 
more concerned than in any, than in all the 
things which are ſeenz and therefore muſt 
needs be governed in the courſe of his Life by 
them , and not by the other, but in fuboxdi- 
nation unto them. 

For Faith, as it is a powerful Motive, 1s an 
Operative Principle ot a good and Holy Life ; 
And upon this accoont all the braveand Hero- 
ick Acts of thoſe Worthies mentioned in Heb. 
T1. are ſaid to be done by their Faith , as that 
was to them the ſubſtance of chings hoped for, 
and-the evidence of things nor ſeen, and as 
ſuch an ative Principle of thoſe effets, And 
thus tbe Life which St. Paul lived in the Fl:ſh, 
be lived through the Faith of the Son of God , as 
every good Chrittian doth, as brcing thereby 
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perſwaded thereto, Gal. 2- 20, And becauſe 
Faith is thus Motive-wiſe ſuch an Operative 
Principle of a good and Holy Life , therefore 
It 15 that Men of fuch a Lite, are uſually de- 
ſcribed by it in the New Teſtament, and are 
ſtiled Believers. And. when good Men are 
otherwiſe deſcribed by their fear of God, and 
Love to him , as many times they are , eſpeci- 
ally ia the Old Teſtament , it is becauſe Fear 
and Love are alſo powerful Principles of Adcti- 
- on, that Govern Men in their way. 

A true Believer then, according to the New 
Teſtament Diale&t , is neither more nor leſs 
than a Diſciple of Chriſt, or a faithful follower 
of him 3 one that frames his Belief and Life ac- 
cording to his Doctrine and Example. And 
the Faith of every ſuch one is ſuch in its Opera- 
tion and Effects, as doth conlititute aud deno- 
minate him a good Man, 

By all chis it may eaſily be diſcerned that when 
Men are faid to be juſtihed or to be ſaved by 
Faith, it is not to be underſiood of the meer 
Ad8 of believiug abſtracted from irs effects and 
alone, but as it is an Active and Opcrative 
Principle, changing the Heart and — 
the Lite, And accordingly Juſtification , an 
Salvation, are in Scripture attiibuted ro the 
Efes of Faith , as wcll as to the Ad of be- 
lieving, Fam. 2. And when ever they are at- 


eributed to believing indihnitely , ir is not 
without 
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without reference to the effects proper to it 

when ic is of the right kind. 
| Now as Faith is deſcribed in the Scriptures 
forecited,by itsObjeR,and by its ating upon 1ts 
Objed by aſſent; ſo it is in other Scriptures de- 
ſcribed by its effe&s, which are produced by. its 
aQings upon its Obje:And (o a Peliever is de- 
ſcribed by his com'ng to Chritt, Fobn 6. 35. He 
that cometh to me ſhall never bunger , and he that. 
Believet ou me ſhall never Thirſt , ſaith Chrilt- 
For miens coming to Chriſt to learn of him what 
he hath done and. will do-for their Souls , and: 
what they-themſelves are to do that they may 
be ſaved, is the ef: of their believing him 
to be the Son,of God, and ſent of God to bring; 
Salvation unto Men, and to declare how and: 
upon what Terms it is tobe had. go ae 
And ſo when Believers are deſcribed by their 
receiving of. Chuiſt , as Fob# 1« 12. As many 
as received him, to them he gave power to become 
the Sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
Name, they are then deſctibed by the eff. & of 
thcir Faith alſo. _ For when they receive him 
for what indeed he is,Pricſt,Prophet and King, 
it is becatiſe they believe that evidence by 
which he appears: to be ſo. A 8 
/ Farthermerewhen Believers arc deſcribed by 
their Traſting'in [Chriſt,or Reyiig on him} 'a 
in Epbeſe 1. 12 —— Ipho firſt trujted in Chriſt: 
Their Faith is deſcribed by its eft&. For men 
ae 
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will not yentuze their Fouls in truſting in; Chriſt and re- 
Ying on him for the expjatien of rheir Sins by his Blouds 
ifetion what to dy that they may be (aved, and for 
Parden and eternal Life1 on the condition which 
thoſe Benefirs are promiſed , untill they firſt belicye him 
to be the Meſh , the Son of God and Sa iour” of the 
World , upon (cr; evidence they haverhat he's fo. 
Byr aſtouph the Holy Penmen of the Scriptures did nct 
inevay defcription 'of ſaving Faith, attend unto rhe 
Ryles of Artoby taking i0.4]] the effemial par's, but. de- 
ſcribed it ſometimes by'its aſ:nting, A.and Obje, and 
ſometimes by its Fruits andEffetts,as gccaſions did gccur: 
Yet we for our parts' ſhall be bet able ro make a rivhit 
Judgment of the trve-Narvre of Saving Faith , by thar 
Go wr our of o wn defeript ions of it in 
3pture when cg £d t r. 'by compari 
thate ſoveral ELLAD Wo. , we ma "tf i. 
that when Faith as faving is defcrided by its Effedr, 
yet'thet the aflenting Act of Faith upoh it1&06je@? is: (til 
implyed, ſuppoſtd, and ought to be wind z though it 
benot there expreſt ; and fo are thc effefts/top, when, buy 
only the Aft 3nd Objett are mentioned. . - 
© 'By all which wemay Team, that thoſe are none of the 
beſt definitions of ſaving Faith which' Men tnake , when 
y define by. \þe A@ and OBfeR lone, \ 03 by any of 
the EteRs love, | | | 
THE END. , 
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dt ADVERTISEMENT. | 
Here is lately publiſhed a Bopk called A 
'Þ. pcrfwagre,to Peace and, Maity among 
Chriſtans , . notwithſtanding ,,:theip . different 
apprehenſions in. lefler things. _ | | 
- Tqbeſold by 7, <ximer , acphs three . Pig 
Is 
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